BATEEHEFS £ ERR HRRHWIXPEE
4, AWREEORLERERF (EEMIXDH)

fERURR & EARY T8
—= 7 VT RIFEAES E R BRI B 1T B UL SRR AT —
REFPILFFIFABEEA F#l - X7 ABIREE HEHEer et
ELip

L B2 R~ OBIEHICIT 5 BB DRE
ARRTIL, Rox D TERM BT 5 RMIIE TRT SN Ax OB, BE, LRSI ET
BEET —Z B UH Sz [ERER] 125V T, BRI s O E R i 0 F — & AT D — i %
AT 52 LB, BICEAT 5O, KEFFIC L5 1053 FLUK, HHHEICES [ARAD
EE A, 1985-93 EI2B1F 5 [EMOERHEFRE ) , 2 LT 2002-2005 EED [T U7 {HE
BEELLEFEE (Bast Asia Values Survey [EAVS]) | TR 2004-2009 &EED 7 27 KEPEMEE,
EIBR LA (Asia—Pacific Values Survey [APVS])IZEi) %% ABSRIZEIT BIEHERSC, Al
BT AR EROIEREDT -2 ThH D,

EMRAC T DU D A 2 MR B BRSNS E T i, SO S RS B D SAEME 0D T2 D1 SO I LU
LENTERBRT U7 Th, ABICEEETLLTEBABRSEESh, ERShoobB, 7
DRENIEAL O TEH) B—oDgEE R>THY . ZOgE BT 70 DEMIEH - LT 0%
HI O N e O TEBER] 2B 2 BB OERILET — 2 OINE LT OBBEN TR INL D,

T 20 BIZY, U 1KoWT, ERADSE. SIS R AR R ST X T,
Friz, BRANESERESESE F. Fukuyama (1995) DFF [TRUST) BHS W TURE, 20T —<izo
WTRAaIbED AL BND L HIT72 57z, Fukuyama (1989) ILKEBF DT LA & LT,
£E BEEOKDY ] OFT, BEWBEOHROTNE Ax DEHE (uts) NEBRERL2EE
EHORE L LCAESH o & AL TH S, Fukuyana 1. HIZIEKRES K4y, A, S@EI
WL R EOR T 7 ¢ 7R CESE & A SR & ORI 5 B ERESRGE LT B T i Ak O
DIFIEIERTE < . FRERTE LB b ENRE L hoTWB—F. A F VT, 7502,
E 3 REHES TR D3R Ao To T DI ORERITIRV A, T E B % o — RO AR T
HEEIEAES | KOERFGE LN . BEOIC BRI LR WESTHS & L,

2. AR M58 2WB — GSSERIZLD MEER] RE —

MR, O ESEZERICHSLEE TR MEER REOERIEARLLNT-MN, %
E D GSS (—fEEEFTHE) OPITIZLATOR 26, 27, 28 DL 5B A4 D EMHERK 2855 3
HAREENTWD,

fl 26 72WTOAE, ADERIZIZE D ELTWBERWETY, ZHEBALDZLEITELZTVWS
& RBUNVE TN, LMADEIZIZES L LTWS 2. BH4DZ EETFEZTNS

f27  fAE, #ERbE, HREEFALELI ELTWBELERNETS, ThEbFART &Itk
VW EBWET A, LALANITBEE R HNIEFALE Y ELTWAEES 2. FARI LIFRVWEES

128 72VWTWDOMIMBERATELLENETH, The b, BICHALLEFRLWERNETH,

LEETEDLA) 2. B L LM X v
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HEF(2005b) 13, —h b 3EBESTCICRENEE (26131, M7k, M28iL1) #LAK
ADEIS %, ZoM¥ERIChEY R, LT, ZOBECEL T, BARAD HEER] 1%
ELTNWAZ L ERT—F T, KEADEE F— 1L, RELHEOEFEZBESEDLLORE
fbERLUT,

iz, ERRHETEET — & TiX Yoshino (2002a) D Fig.6 @ X 91272508, MESNHED—ERT
1. GSS3TEE M 26 L 28 DA LHA L H Y, Th b OESCHIR S 5 5 & X (EREFHCHE
RO X ST B, BT, FHOARASCHEAEEDT —FROT, SO Fukuyama (1995) O
BEEEMEOE 2 & EEEEOE £ 12T 5 R, 6SS A O X 91— 2D RE TIEWEFHOE~ D
[MERERL O ERS B FTAEM: (global standard) 238K 5 Z L ORIEICET IFEMOTDIT, BF
L5y, Fixad., FEAO MEER] 1T2NEEEL 72 <, Fukuyama OFEREFETH LI TH
B, T, DZDX ottRF*T i EEERL AEIBIZITHIE TE RV b, BN 2) FEIA
NEREAYE FEE O - DI UTs iR 00, & 50 3) £ b % b & E OEHERGY Fukuyama DF
oiobi&OTMmﬁm&wopkﬁmb L%, FNFHOREANPLREBPBRETHA I,

B3 3k
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BRTEHHEFESE FIERE RRBXWEE

REI 72D O EBR R M T T
—2008 A v FEZE E 2. BRAIEMESRAENS —

X TR S
CRIEFEZERN 2B R A IR 530) (RRFT ST FERT)

1. [XCHI

AARIZBIT 2 RBICHT DB HN, BKEZFRER-TWAZERERHShTRBY, &
NETOEREBHEN O b ENUNRINTE L, flxiE. 1 9 9 0FE/ED 7 W EFE
Ry, EMEHFoTWIERNISERETH AN, EMERZZ2L TLERENR LM
REZENWIEEEEDLED L TENCRBZ L, —F, BKTIHEMER > TWBANRL
<V FoTWRWADHFTREMBOLNRED E VWD NZDRRNWZ ERbhroTND, BT
U7 MESRED BBDO—21X, T bDRENRT T ORI BARDOKER D)k
BETDHIETHoT, TLT, WS ONDETIIAERIZKKE BRERINT OTEE &
LERDIBEERF S TVBZ LIRBENTZR, FOTTHEOKERELHARSNE, B
KEFEMEBAEIL, FRICREZEEZRE L, TAV D EF—A T VT, YU HTR—
EMAT, TVTEELER~OHROE#HZ SHEICHEER SN, ZOBBTH, &
B REE 20 LI, F T O ERRB O TS B AR A EIZ OV T, BRIV
RPRBEINTE T, FIXE, BEEECLY, BHEORLEAKRTENIEL L, kE%
BEZ L LOEEIZOWTIE, BICEATOREMEREL, ZhRV0E->DREERICBITS
RBEBRORETH B AREMENRAR SN T E 2,

SE., FiZ2 00 8FERXEMINZA v FREOKREEELX S LT, BV A—X
LB L WOIBRKE b, ETRBOBKRTORT V7 LB & biE 5 HilghD EE O HHT & B
L. REH RO OEBREBICEITCH LWMAIE 2 L & 2,

2. 1Y FREOHE

BRARXVHEMERAED—RELTOA  FHEIX2008FE1 1 A»B200 9424
WZNT CHMFAESHICRFE L TIThbh, N=200 2 Thb, Vo 7N FERHEE L 7
DEBIZRES N TS 72D, BT ULHEERBEE LV TRV, EWVoflid
b0, TNTHENOREZEBIToREHERFAEL LTUIE, BL bICHEA
TRLAEELZABZDLDLEEZXDEAD, RIRETONRIZLLTOBY ThH5 :

by X —H=849%., A AT LH=29%., ¥V A N#=3.7%. {L%=0.8%.

=TI B=18%. V¥ A FT#H=0.7%. DK=5%
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3. WHARBESHT

T EMOAERE BER ' ' A
sl A KITEAL Siiin] k) KT AL
IN M_—_—_———————_—_——_————
FEORNOOHTD  frda 2008 744 16.7 14 23 30 0.2
. s ITALY 1992 80.7 4.9 24 53 5.2 16
DD, A FANT Ksatoss 79.8 48 4 738 55 07
kL UCHIEMS USA 2006 69.4 59 2.4 6.9 11.3 2.3
Singapore 2004 69.2 5.9 43 6.4 105 3.7
o TWAADEE Singapore 2007 67.4 8.1 33 7.0 12.3 1.8
o _ FRG 1987 55.6 16.8 5.1 3.2 172 2.2
EEIZEWE ST [Taiwan 2003 62.2 8.3 44 117 108 26
. _ Taiwan 2006 58.0 55 13 204 124 23
Rzx%, =T, B [ukioer 48.0 14.2 30 105 22.3 2.0
P . FRNCE 1988 51.9 10.9 2.0 109 22.3 1.9
IHDLEXTND NL 1993 414 135 4.7 9.0 259 55
. =Y 70 b3R8 South Korea 2003 410 2.4 1.1 271 15.9 6.5
South Korea 2006 51.1 15 1.1 27.0 135 59
TRV, &% TV [Hong Kong 2002 290 34 15 314 283 6.3
P Hong Kong 2006 312 5.1 2.4 32.4 216 7.1
DNDEEHEND  [IPN 1988 345 08 1] 409 102 123
. . Japan(KS) 2003 285 05 13 M5 143 138
HEIRIRV Y B A | Japan 2004 273 05 05| 449 153 115
SHEGARH Rt |Hanezhou 2002 148 25 2.9 195 35.7 24.6
B R, P78 Kuming 2002 135 40 25 214 377 209
[E DSR2 S Shanghai 2002 146 34 10 27.7 379 153
Shanghai 2006 17.1 5.2 5.5 155 35.1 216
A0, BH%DEX 7D |Beiing 2002 6.9 1.3 10 27.6 57.6 5.6
Beiing2006 | 94 31 12| 300 473 89

SR HSEARE S U Al
FBCh D, —F. A T, MBS~ %] OEMICEENREEE LB XITE
G, M REE] 2 [BUVEE] OBVWETTHS, £LT, ZOENIRE
LT, (B, 82857508 bIE o AEBERIIA DN T, ZOBKTIXEALVIX
£ OET T OENGENRZ — 2 Vx5 hb Ly, £k, 4 FTi Tnans
R EHOBMIIERITR T OBRBICEL, HEEN 8 7%, BEN 1 2% L HEEDHEHN
D TEV, 2R SIAE LWEE LTEEAMBRICORX 228, ZORMICH LTE
BEHRADNSVEARL B E VL LY, &bic, [FEOHR) 2 [H5), bL<
X Th32b LR ET25ADEEIE, 6 5%E0RVEHTHD, FEMLITFERD
R DR & BERH B DK L, BEWRITE ol HBERR bR RV, &l L
THB L. BEBEETIEA Y FORBIZARLVIIET V7. b LIS L VEKISE
WEISE AT B0, SBOELRBHN., MEBBKELRDIEZS D,

BE
FIC(2006) R EFAGRLMBE, TMEEP, 33-1, pp1d-22
T (2007) #HEWED DHDRE- R RRGABE L TER, [TEFFR K35, pp120-154, U b2

FESETETEREERAEERS - EREGVERE, HXHSE, 1998
=BFIRT #(20048), 7 U7 MMEEER R — (EHER) ORFPEIMT— 2002 £ BAREREE M

EHIFRRT AFFEYAR—1 01
mpEn T §5(2004b), BT U7 MHMEBERLETRE— [EMER OREHRIFROMT— 2002 4FERE (R i - B
EWEE HEEERTAT.
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AA{TEEESS FITEXE ERWBWHRR

RERERR D> DIR 2 T STILHYESS

(L R FAs
] N7 PR GRS B AT R A

1 XL

INWETHRAVERE (BRER, BENEE, AlSmEE, BROOMEE, ZER) Lis . 4
TEREEN (B, B, Y — % AFr XL (S0) OFE) LOBEZHH L, RREEEE
DYWEITT AV T, RAY TS E VBEE IR, EREEHNE ., SC (AWEE) »BH5 2
EVHRHIRRELZRDL L LBE L & 2HE LTE -, AR T, BAEEMESRERL
BAFED—E&R L LT, BERE LT ERRERNOBEEEICEES Ro TWARROR 222, 2h
B DREEERRDE R~ DEIEAE R DO BREMED b LA DOV THRET L, F0REERALMNITE 2
EEBERE Lz,

2. ik

MENZBT HFREIL. BEMLE U CEEEEDORAB L (FEOMRADERICNET DR, 1FE
AEDE - T 18 LA LD L<IX 20 L L) CREBLZHMELFET I LN TEEHE L L,
ABFFE TRV T — & ITBR AR B E S ELBGRAE (PAC) (2004-2008 4B) . 37 7 (IEE LR
& (BA) (20022004 £F) (RE FTHHZ) 2HlLE UTHWEDS, —8, Zhbic ZhE TliEl
S 7 7 EERREEERZE (TN)  (1987-1993 4B) | ART I UNVARE (1991) (R3z MaEk) |
NTA BRAEJY) (20004F) (R FEFHS) | ERE SULTEE HC) (2003 4F) L0
&ERAE (LO) (2006-2007 4F) (3R WAL 2R\ \z, 728, £k e UEFEZEILRDD  CATI
AL LTEBL, MUl X CEEREL LTEESNZbDOTHS,

AREE TIIEREE L LCEBREROES (SRAS) | (EFEHZE HS) . A£EWEE (LS) . =E
R, fEERIKEE (DS) | RIRIZEET AHELEEY i, @ 2B oW CRELIE I L 584 —
V453%8 (SAS CORRESP " t—T%) 1LV E - Hil /N —TRIB L OEFT — & iz o, #H5—&
DEE, YUTNVERREL 2D X ICEREOTTZEE, BIOEOESEE B OEME U TE
# LT (Yamaoka, Hayashi, 2003) . Z¥KFTREVE (ALSCAL) (2 & v [H- Hiulli 7 L — 7 [ o0 BREpE 24
i,

3 WRLBE

REERODH DT> T, FAEHIE, FEEE, EREOHEER PITEE L TRIRT 5.4
BEDRbDDER1BR), BESANLRZ L & EMIRN—ERLE X 12> TOEHEIRE 5
e, FEIHEEZITOTIC, £7— & THERET Uiz, 510, BB 3ETRE— U587
BRI, B - HIRZ N — TR T U SNV OMEDRE T B RN B B, £ 2T, ST
DleoTITES, MR LBBOBET O TEBNCSHT L. EREEDOMHEZHER Lz, F0%,
BB > IRERINC Tidd 2 DN H B OBSEMIXIEIEREE & B -, TCOFFTEER
F—F BADETHNEITo o BE, BLOV U PVERREL 25 & 5 [Tl ORI B %o
TTBTEITONTHIT L, H - Bk — 7 OBSEME OS2 T o7, S bIT, HEBOEZEE
FIDBEREL L CTES LT ALSCAL 12 & ¥ [F - #u 7 V— 7R D BhEME 2 st Lz, LLFIZ 2 h b okt
DL, B2 EDIZOWTRYT, B 1LITITESLZ LOEE® PAC, EA, N, HC. LC DF—Z TD
IVTRERTH D, T OFRERSITFHEFIZEZ T, B UHIE - EiEir < \ohdsSh Ty,
VU= (BRRRRR - ) CRRE (GREEREL - R SEEICHAE SN TV, E. TN BATO

i

Eﬂ
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TSR AZ VT, BEXOPAC TOALR, FHEIX., RLERBOABEWVEEETZRT W) R TELIL
TV, X 212 B R AR UCERM S QO 2 AT R EE & R R E DHERDZEN B ALSCAL 1T &
Y E Hulk 7 N — TR OBREME 2 ST LI R 2R T, 2 TR B RKEAN L BROTENEE X 5
NAHBERTAVIBIOBERT I VONVALTTUVEIREW) RCERRH D LB ONDET T X,
A B2V T OF—FERY Bz, ZOERNLOEMR, AEFIETIRRL, BERLERE LTHNE
TR Z AT CATL, T &\ ) TAEIEDE (7 2 U ) & 0 b ERR OBEOMED F R L Y
BEEICHNTRBY, 11RE (’Fﬁiﬂi)“@?%é ET AU BTIFIANTADIEARA, BRA2H - 3{HDIETH
AREVIHABESNTREY, BRZ 7 VA NI 2RE () TH 5 & 1, 24, 3HOIETHAARN LI
TS5VAR, AFZYTDIEINTHBESNTEY, BEED IR THEITHIUEOEHE &V o 72 h O
EHRR LTV,
4 £

E B CE - Hk S — 7 O BB A RET T A5 A1, BEC I TRRDb DD, 4
72 EH A GE CRET LI B2 DWW T, FRSOTRETEOELDS | ERRMOBEEDIEE
DRENZERRIBRENT-, ML T5TE B IR A OESEHZIREL TV EiL, £ D%

HET 25 ECTOERPOHDHLEE R Do
£1 AVRET 5

:Country?Area Type :Survey Men Wom ‘Total iAverage Completsd_Populaﬁon _
'WG N ?Ye:;87. 44453"'556: 1000 al_i(! 0 Qeus“lsotm; Aged 18 *m%w_%ﬂli, B'C%B%ﬂ"%"ﬁf?{}ﬁﬂj]ﬁ'gﬁﬁfﬁ B(Z) (g%%gg%
NGermany .. IN . . 1987  444. 556: 1000; completed. _ Aged 1. - 214~
France N 1987: 472 541 2. completed; Aged 18 21402001 (H21 ! ftﬁ mm*u&) o)ﬁ#m%%%éxw‘f*"
UK N 1987 496: 547. _ completed: Aged 18
iUSA :IN 1988 790" 773: 5. completed:  Aged 18 S
:Japan N ..1988 1046 1219: 22 6 73.2% . Aged 20 gl}ﬁjcﬁk . ) .
7cNetherIands LN 1993 484 599 completed Aged 18 Yamaoka, K., & Hayashi, C. (2003). Cultural link analysis of
e —— Al & “ Japanese Americans., Behaviormetrika 30(1), 7-19, 2003
AT —
Shanghai EA
:HongKong EA
ZTwwan :EA Q3 for health indexced (non-weighted, not include JA,JB)
,;SQuthKorea .. EA green (3-) and red (3+) ow
iSil ‘EA, 1 anxdety
g + pustore
; 2 o8 exsoutikores
;Talwan . :HC ) + Andetyd
:SouthKorea HC 1. completed o e 96 | R
Japn 53.3% 7 — + EAshangia ores
iBeiiing + exwdpin
:Shanghai “1 tjnw
Honskais
:Singapore. C e . Aged 20
UsA08 8 completed Aged 02 04 & g Ll s
Australia 2007: 466, completed: _Ared 18 o s taxunging
India | 2008 02: 395, completed . Aged 18 & Pacshangrdl
USA : LGCATI 2006 . ....53,7. completed: Aged 20 ewt
iGermany ... .. LCCATL 2007 . ...49.2 _completed:  Aged 20. ) o paceios
Japan HYOGO 47.9%  Aged 20, orgters -
iJapanese Brazilian ‘BJA T4% Aeedis 1 b » 7;‘.}m
i JB2sei___ BJA T o
T UB3sel  BJA 1€ o144 318 - crepbe S
Hawaii. Japanese ‘HA2000 20000 109 . 97: 206 56,4 21%(24%). Aged 20 08 S
L JA2se] 5 ;.36 .34 70 695 . 5 S o Are” ¥
..+JA 3-5sel. . A3 4B 91 822 ...l o) LI o
:Hawaii non JA . e :.155..139:. 294, 521 - . S L

i oFsioe
x 983
¥ duy
JHzg 2
EITS it S
T USAGATIO * Paod:
# ‘g2, 481 P
» dUsA -
* oJwpm
 PacUSAS
+ BAwdspen
* dapahl
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BAABHESS B3 EAS RERXDRE
AL D EFR LR
—RT7 T DXL ER A UL Z R —
A

FEHERE  YLIEREE

1. IXE®HIC

AT, 2 EERT A AV EIC Lo THEE - 5 - EEINATE8ER WV LAEEORFR T,
ABINEEICDZ > TAE L TE B %%%m®¢+%ﬁﬁ;ﬁMi%@& PEIZIV, R, B
FREFORBEEFBZIIDLAIEBLEBB/NDL, ZICL VXXX b DER, BIE, &%, BUR. &%
VoA EEE TIRIECIELTWS, B TIE, TR FhoEFENERNObE bbb, fx DO
LR E DfEEZ > TRBY ., TORI ﬁﬁ BLHOET 2L, PEIZE TN D& LEET B
FRNEBREL ZRE2EDTCVD, TOXIREBHRT, BHOOEXFEMASLLEMIMET S &
<, EXbORHREZB U TCHEO BB A, H£20MER. BESTHERRC2HEEL, BE
LdHHZEBRREITH B,

—F T, BT VT ALBIZBWT, EHNBEIMICRE 2B EL2 5 2, bR EEo&kE| 2 Ri-
LTCEZEE>THBRETHERY, TO—FT, RRREASEEOEMRGIZ X2 EHE OBE E2H O
B2 2 SALDBWE AT THWADHEETHD, KT, BU RALKITEHA, BT U7 HEREOR A E
HZ72 o TV D DIXEIBHIRENR D D Z LITBETE 2V, UM RERIC L HPEEIIFERBTER
W, LMo T, BT PTIIBIAHERRE LV —BRET DI, S0BA BELFE
ZBWTHEXMbIZRT 2B, WhWhAXEENE 2 ETHBLTWE N, F U THEERNTE
BB T AZENEETH D,

AR TIE, BT OT7 OEHEIUEB ORI ER 2B 2085, BREESD AV EIZLE > TH

WCEZTWD TpEhog), Ay & T+i{E2FTC2EN) 2]V BF, EEORET —%Z2HW
TEZDORRIZHEMICON L CAhE, 22, SR, F#, FE. AR S0 NOHKFHENBIER
FABEBIZONWTHERLE, —EOSITEBLT, BE7 V7 LB OMEERE L WHlBRERO—
Bhl7a B EMEMEE LTz,

2. HIRAE
A TIL, BT T EEE ST (2002~2004 SEE) NHINE L CTEX-AAR - 8E - b - £
- B - BB OT—& B, BERZEHOT 21T o7, STEHIROEARMMM, EAOKE X,
%E%@ﬁ%Kowrm%ﬁw%ﬁﬁ%g%ﬁﬁwtﬁ%tmomm%fmimﬁwﬁﬁfé%ﬁw
KHLLT, UTOBEMEREZEY ET,
1) TEE>E] : TAEXEEBW T, EFRWENRS Z LT T W) BHEEERM
(2) THZhDHE) : WEDHE TR L TWBEAZHT, TDOADHKINZIL, EADFEERE S L.
BOF X A, BHBAWVITME - #Hifk - FRREDADDRBY D, ERA—BFBRE BB EIL
T_eréefﬂmia‘m&u\agm ,

@) TAVY ] 5 HOFHL O CIAVY (EF) R THIEREERL L bRITENWE
Th, EWHER

@) TFHE2EFCTH RSN  BELRTICTFENNE, WRWIEL LT, FHE2EFCAE2 BT
M7ZERBBELTTH, LWVWHEM

BESULE WS BRTER TIX, T2 oE - ko L BASE 2 b3, ADE D3
{EBAMLS bDOTHAN, o 3 >OEEHIE, Wb AEEFEICELIERT, BEAICHEA LT
XL R ED L DCERLIZNERZID D TH D, BB, BHEHLE L THR. E#E BE
B - ER - mER) . FREUR - -5, HHNAGK - F -8 2 EERAWEL,

TSR OFEE LT, FEMOBEMEN 2P MCET OT7 OB OLRR 2 oW 5 & FRFIC
BY EF-EEMOBEE, AOMEENERIC L ZEEOSITCEE/LIIIEE2Z BN T/ Z — /\ﬁ%
fTote, 2B, —HOHHTIX, FRFHICREZIToPEARLONMN, BHEVOY VITR—-LOF
—Z bWz,
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3. HERLES
(1) BYICES rEEXIE] -

B E S bIC oV T, ETRVENRD T E W B T EROEB 2 BT EEEE L H D,
—EZHONEE I, £ L EI 10 LE TO/KRIT, £ 10\EY TH5, HIRNORFRIETLEH
[ - HR O EIE AL (732~1062 4) I 5D B EHLERL TS, BATHE, BOHREMS. Fh.
ZW i ¥ OB Db DEMA B 3ALIC A>TV BN, BETIE, L. ik, f2F70Y
DB E B ANAERELE BT b TWS, bR, ki, . ABICLET 0, #
SHEAMN L SATICA-TRY, BH, BFEX%, FRORBRB LI X7 E2oT52E T
b5, BEPITEHIET O7M{ELEICB LTSRS, BRI ANIEE Y B S BEXMEIZZER
BHRNZ ERHSNC o, —F T, FEAL, FHEL BB TIX, WAWARERRRBEGH
ST, ARSI A BRI IR LN AV ONBEI TH D, . 4 HOBRETIHEROK
BRRFICE S TVEN, BATIIEET LR EETONTORVRRBENPT LR ST,

# 1. BVLWEMBDBEEXIEDTVXVT

JEAL H & B = * X + 5 B & B
1 Be - Bk (6.6) #LEEGO.1) FERE (10.5) ExEE0.8) EHREL0L2) FRELE02.D
2 B (6.4) #&fR (6. 5) WMARE(B.2) RO 9 {&HE (8. 9) JESR (7. 2)

3 FW(5.8) X LF (4.6) [EZEMEE.1) BEFXHEE.7) EEXEFE.7)  HWHREG.5)
4 3EHE(5.0) EhE (4. 2) 4B (6. 8) TAZBAGB.7) &3k (6.5) @D
5 ZiEEGB.9 ©OREREAS(1) BEEXFEG D) ERG.4 PEH (6. 5) AT (2. 6)
6 JER(2.5) HETQ.2) 35k (6. 0) 348 (8. 3) EHE (4. 6) 52#(2. 6)
7 £&Y(2.5) 9 (1.8) k(4. 5) £ (4. 8) R (3. 3) 7w 2. 2)
8 B (2.5) &%k (1. 8) LEEB.9) R (4. 2) #E{k (3. 2) {&#E (2. 0)
9 {=HE(2.3) E#H0.D {5#% (3. 0) HWE (1.9) 2=EE(3.0) 3EHE(2.0)

10 B (1. 5) HBHEE (1. 5) HE (2.1) 1545 (1. 8) BHE (3. 0) FEO Y

Q) BEEFICRONSIBEARAIE
DI DGOV T, &E - HUIRIC BT 5 01, KU EOEZER EAOFTRELE ) 2@
D, [ERF A BEO T - #1ig - ZM) T 3EFICIIRERENALNL, 2,
BADADE - HIkTIX, [AVYRBETHS] LEBTHIELEENRE, IHIC, FHEEFETHH
Bz oW Tk, PEARLT IEEHER] BE<

o E it 15
T ENEN. TRUAOE - T (FHREE  awn W
DBl LV DB R BAEEARE, satin O
L. MBI & BN — U AEDRER  rumna mﬁ%www
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Editorial

Ryozo Yoshino*

The current number and a part of the forthcoming number are special issues centeriig
on our longitudinal and cross-national surveys on national character. The authors are
members of our interdisciplinary and international conjoint research project.

The introductory paper of this issue, by Yoshino, Nikaido and Fujita, presents a brief
explanation of the history of our survey research and the research paradigms called “Cul-
tural Linkage Analysis (CLA)” and “Cultural Manifold Analysis (CULMAN)”. Some data
analyses on this paradigm are exemplified by the four papers by Yoshino, Fujita and
Yoshino, Hayashi and Nikaido, and Kuroda in this issue, and three papers by Yamaoka,
Zheng, and Matsumoto in the next issue. A brief background explanation of this research
is as follows. ' »

The Institute of Statistical Mathematics (ISM) has been conducting longitudinal na
tionwide social surveys on the Japanese national character every five years since 1953
(Mizuno et al., 1992). Here the term “national character” means the characteristics shown
in people’s response patterns to the survey’s questions. The questionnaire items cover
various aspects of people’s opinions about their culture, daily life, economy, education,

environment, interpersonal relationships, politics, safety, etc. This research began after

World War II to establish a public opinion survey system based on a statistical sampling
theory as well as to clarify the Japanese national character. This statistical and sociolog-
ical survey was important at that time, as Japan was expected to shift from a military
regime to a democratic country. Stimulated by this survey, many countries currently carry
out similar time series surveys: GSS, Eurobarometer, Allbus, Credoc, etc.

Since 1971, this survey research has been extended to foreign countries to arrive at a
more advanced understanding of the Japanese national character in a cross-national com-
parative context. A cross-national comparative survey, however, involves many method-
ological problems concerning language and sampling. In our search for conditions which
can guarantee meaningful cross-national comparability of social survey data, we decided
that to begin our study by comparing two nations (or races) which have some similari-
ties and some dissimilarities, e.g. in their racial origin or language, would have greater
meaning than attempting to begin from a comparison of two totally different countries.
Therefore, our task is to investigate in what aspects and to what degree the peoples of
the countries involved are similar or dissimilar.

Our cross-national survey began with a comparison of the Japanese in Japan and
Americans of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii in 1971, and has since covered many countries
and regions (Table 1, Yoshino, Nikaido & Fujita in this issue). Some of these nations or
regions share certain common features such as race or language, both of which are mean-

+ The Institute of Statistical Mathematics, Midori-machi 10-3, Tachikawa-shi, Tokyo, 190-8562 Japan.
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ingful links for comparison. Extending the chain of links, eventually we may obtain a
global chain of cross-national comparisons. Therefore, we call our research methodology
Cultural Linkage Analysis for cross-national comparison (Hayashi et al., 1998). Further-
more, the paradigm has been developed as Cultural Manifold Analysis by introducing
hierarchical structures into a set of cultural links (Yoshino, 2005a). We intend to develop
our theory on data science under the principles of complementarity in social science toward
certain practical problems in the world. Here the meaning of “complementary approach”
includes aspects of complementarity in methodology, in range of aspects to investigate, in
areas or countries to compare, and in statistical scaling.

Our final goal is to develop a behaviormetric study of civilizations through the
social survey. Some results of past surveys have been published as a series of ISM
Research Reports and simple tabulations of survey data are posted on our homepage
http://www.ism.ac.jp/ “yoshino/ and http://www.ism.ac.jp/ism_info_j/kokuminsei.html

Once we establish the methodology, we will be able to step forward toward a scientific
foundation of cross-national comparison. This will be useful for the mutual understanding
of peoples all over the world, for the prediction of mass behavior of a certain nation in
response to a particular event, the prediction of the attitude or political determination of
a particular nation in international relations, and the scientific understanding of the rise
and fall of civilizations as well as the investigation of an ideal condition in Japan and in
the world for the development and maintenance of world peace.

We hope that these papers will provide some fundamental information which may prove
useful toward the development of world peace and trust among people on earth in the 21st
century.
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CULTURAL MANIFOLD ANALYSIS (CULMAN) OF
NATIONAL CHARACTER:
PARADIGM OF CROSS-NATIONAL SURVEY

Ryozo Yoshino*, Kosuke Nikaido*, and Taisuke Fujita™

The Institute of Statistical Mathematics has been performing a longitudinal survey
on Japanese national character since 1953. Beginning in 1971, this survey was ex-
panded to include cross-national comparative surveys as well as surveys on people of
Japanese ancestry in Hawaii, the U.S. West Coast and Brazil. The main focus of the
cross-national survey is the comparison of social values, ways of thinking and feeling,
and other relevant aspects of people from various nations. Another important pur-
pose of our study is to investigate the conditions under which meaningful cross-national
comparability of social survey data is guaranteed.

In the introduction to this special issue, we explain our research paradigm, which we
refer to as ‘cultural manifold analysis (CULMAN),” discuss methodological problems of
cross-national surveys and give an overview of our past surveys. Finally, we provide
some comments on our future research.

1. Introduction

The last two decades have witnessed a rapid global change that has led to the de-
struction of the traditional world order and chaos before the construction of a new order
could be accomplished. Among other nations, Japan has been struggling with recession,
beginning in the period called the “lost decade”; recession might persist because of the
crisis that has emerged from the housing loan problem in the USA. On the other hand,
several military or political conflicts have been occurring in certain areas. A key phrase
for world peace might be generosity toward differences in cultures, races, religions, and
values (Yoshino, 2005a, 2005b).

Each nation and race has its own culture, social values and ways of thinking, which
underlie its system of economics, politics, social life, etc. We believe that mutual un-
derstanding of these aspects with respect to each nation and race is the key to peaceful
development and economic prosperity throughout the world. Therefore, we need to de-
velop generous social values that accept manifold social values over the entire world.

The Institute of Statistical Mathematics (ISM) has been conducting a longitudinal na-
tionwide social survey on the Japanese national character every five years since 1953, using
mostly the same questionnaire items (Hayashi, 1992a; Mizuno et al., 1992; Sakamoto, et
al., 2000). By the term “national character,” we intend to mean characteristics reflected
in people’s response patterns in questionnaire surveys, which may be closely related to

Key Words and Phrases: Cultural Manifold Analysis (CULMAN), national character survey, Asia-

Pacific Values Survey, East Asia Values Survey, policy-making
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Inkeles’ (1997) concept of national character concerning statistical modes of people’s re-
sponses. The survey is a type of general social survey, so the questionnaire covers various
aspects of people’s opinions about their culture, daily life, economy, education, environ-
ment, interpersonal relationships, politics, security, etc.

This survey research was begun to establish a system of public opinion polls based on
the statistical sampling theory introduced from the USA immediately after World War 11
and to clarify the Japanese national character. Although the sampling theory had been
invented by the Japanese statistician Kameda as early as 1924, it had not been linked to
the development of public opinion polls in the post-World War II democracy in Japan.
Public opinion polls must have had an important role in the post-war period when Japan
was expected to change from a military regime to a democratic country (Yoshino, 1997,
2005a).

It is said that, stimulated by this survey, some now well-known surveys such as the Eu-
ropean Values Survey, Eurobarometer (EU committee), and General Social Survey (GSS)
of the USA have started. Currently, many countries are performing similar time series sur-
veys: Allbus in Germany, Credoc in France, World Values Survey (Abramson & Inglehart,
1995), and so forth.

Beginning in 1971, the Japanese national character survey was expanded to cross-
national surveys for a more advanced understanding of the Japanese national character
in the context of a comparative study (Hayashi et al., 1973). In selecting items for those
nationwide surveys, we designed our questionnaires to compare peoples’ social values,
their ways of thinking and their feelings, and, more explicitly, their cultural identities,
interpersonal relationships, leadership qualities, religious attitudes, social values related
to science and technology, politics, economy, social security, freedom of speech, etc. These
aspects may yield information on the psychological distances between nations or races as
evidenced by certain response patterns. Based on statistical survey data on these aspects,
our research team has been attempting to clarify quantitatively peoples’ attitudes and
values as well as the characteristics of their civilizations. Our final goal is to develop
a behaviormetric study of civilizations through social survey data as a branch of social
science so that it will give us fundamental information for the peaceful development of the
world (Hayashi, 1998, 2000; Hayashi et al., 1998; Yoshino, 2005a, 2005b, 2007; Yoshino et
al., 1995a, 2000).

In order to be considered a scientific study, the cross-national survey must overcome
multi-faceted methodological problems. It is a difficult task to scientifically compare re-
sponses collected under different conditions. Since various countries may utilize different
languages and statistical sampling methods, there is no a priori knowledge as to how
these varying conditions would influence peoples’ responses even in cases where there is
no substantive difference between peoples.

Thus, an important problem in our study is to investigate those conditions under which
meaningful cross-national comparability of social survey data is guaranteed. This
problem involves many analytical and methodological sub-problems. Among others, they
are concerned with 1) translation (i.e., the same questionnaire items must be written in
different languages), 2) comparison of data sets collected by different sampling procedures
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used in different countries, 3) characterization of nations or races (i.e., in which aspects
and to what degree certain nations or races are similar or dissimilar to others), and 4) the
description of nations or races in terms of common logic rather than logic particular to a
certain nation or race. These sub-problems are complementary in the sense that solutions
to these problems are interrelated. Some findings on these topics have been reported in our
past publications (Hayashi 2001; F. Hayashi & Yamaoka, 2001; Yoshino, 2001; Yoshino
[ed.], 2007; Yoshino, Chino & Yamagishi, 2007).

We have moved forward toward a scientific foundation for cross-national comparison
with our established methodology for the mutual understanding of peoples all over the

world, for prediction of mass behavior within a certain nation in response to a particu-

lar event, prediction of the political determination of a particular nation in international
relations, scientific understanding of the rise and fall of civilizations, and investigation of
an ideal condition in Japan and the world for the development and maintenance of world
peace. ‘

Although we described our paradigm and history of our cross-national surveys in
Yoshino & Hayashi (2001), here we shall briefly explain the new version of our paradigm
(Yoshino, 2005a; Yoshino, Hayashi, & Yamaoka, 2009 [to appear)).

The composition of the remainder of this introduction is as follows. In Section 2, an
explanation of our paradigm called the “cultural manifold analysis” (CULMAN) is pre-
sented. Some methodological problems of cross-national comparability are discussed in
Section 3. Section 4 provides an overview of our past surveys. In Section 5, a basic
explanation is given of each country or region that is included in the current analyses, in-
cluding its relationship with Japan, racial and religious composition, and stage of economic
development. Section 6, finally, presents some comments for our future research.

2. From Cultural Linkage Analysis (CLA) to Cultural Manifold Anal-
ysis (CULMAN)

In the early years of our survey research, we developed a paradigm called “cultural
linkage analysis (CLA)” (Yoshino & Hayashi, 2001). The idea is roughly as follows.

In our search for conditions that could guarantee meaningful cross-national compara-
bility of social survey data, we decided that beginning our study by a comparison of two
nations (or social groups) that have some similarities and some dissimilarities would have
more meaning than attempting to begin with a comparison of two totally different nations
(or social groups). Then, our task was to investigate in what aspects and to what degree
the peoples of the nations (or social groups) involved are similar or dissimilar to each
other.

Our cross-national survey was begun with the comparison of Japanese in Japan with
Americans of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii (Honolulu residents) in 1971. See Table 1 for a
partial list of our past cross-national surveys. Some of these nations or areas share certain
common features such as race or language. Therefore, they provide meaningful links for
comparison. Extending the chain consisting of these links may eventually create a chain
for global cross-national comparisons.
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Table 1: Partial List of Past Surveys by the Institute of Statistical Mathematics
1953-present Japanese National Character Survey (every five years)

1971 Japanese Americans in Hawaii

1978 Honolulu residents, Americans in Mainland USA
1983 . Honolulu residents

1988 Honolulu residents

1987-1993 Seven Country Survey

1987 Britain, Germany & France
1988 Americans in Mainland USA, Japanese in Japan
1992 Italy
1993 The Netherlands
Recent Overseas Japanese Surveys
1991 Japanese Brazilians in Brazil
1998 Americans of Japanese ancestry on the U.S. West Coast.
1999 Honolulu residents in Hawaii

2002-2005 East Asia Values Survey
(Japan, China [Beijing, Shanghai], Hong Kong, Taiwan, South
Korea, & Singapore)

2004-2009 Asia-Pacific Values Survey
(Japan, China [Beijing, Shanghai], Hong Kong, Taiwan, South
Korea, USA, Singapore, Australia & India)

(All of these surveys are based on nationwide sampling data, except for Hawaii,
Mainland China, i.e., Beijing and Shanghai [urban areas only]), Australia [Queens-
land, New South Wales, & Victoria]), and India [10 major cities]).

Developing the idea of spatial comparison for temporal and thematic comparisons, CLA
eventually included the following: a spatial link as described above, a temporal link in-
herent in longitudinal analysis, and an item-structure link inherent in the commonalities
and differences in item response patterns within and across different cultures (Yoshino,
2005a). This is the basic idea of CLA, which was developed by Chikio Hayashi around

1978,

Succeeding Hayashi’s works, Yoshino (2005a) and his colleagues have been developing
the paradigm “CULMAN,” which introduces hierarchical structures into the three types
of links of CLA.

The concept of “manifold” is originally from geometry: a map of the globe (the earth)
consists of a set of local charts, where each local chart covers a certain area or region in
a simple fashion (such as a Euclidean plane), some of which may partially overlap each
other, and the whole set of charts covers the globe (a non-Euclidean space). The set
of charts may construct a sort of hierarchical structure, where each level of charts may
correspond to an extent of coverage (e.g., Japan and China, Asia, Eurasia, or the world):
a larger chart corresponds to a higher level. A larger chart may correspond to a less
restricted scaling. In our case, the concept of a spatial chart can be extended for both
the temporal link and item-structure link. (The idea is closely linked to Klein’s Erlanger
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Longitudinal Survey on “Japanese National Character”

(O O

First Second Twelfth
KS1 KS 2 KS 12
(1953) (1958) (2008)

Figure 1: Example of Temporal Linkage
Each temporal chart covers a specific time, and all charts together make a longitudinal
linkage of time series comparison. Each chart may correspond to a certain set of items
under study.

Program of modern geometry.)

(See Matsumoto [2006] for an example that shows a sort of trade-off between the range
of countries studied and depth of analysis on peoples’ sense of trust of social systems or
institutions.)

This introductory paper briefly illustrates the idea of CULMAN, and the other papers
of this special issue exemplify it.

We are developing our survey research on “data science” (Hayashi et al., 1998; Yoshino,
2001; Yoshino [ed.], 2007) under the Principles of Complementarity toward a certain
practical problem. Here the meaning of “complementarity” is multi-fold, and it covers the
following aspects: '

1) Complementarity in methodology: data collection vs. theory.

2) Complementarity in the range of aspects to be investigated: analysis of a single
aspect vs. synthetic study of various aspects.

3) Complementarity in areas or nations that will be compared: local region vs. a more
global area.

4) Complementarity in statistical scaling: uni-dimensional scaling vs. multi-dimensional
pattern analysis. '

3. Cross-National Comparability

The procedure of our cross-national surveys generally consists of the following eight
steps.

Step 1. Making a Japanese questionnaire

Step 2. Making a questionnaire in a foreign language (translation and back-translation)
Step 3. Choosing a survey sampling method (Steps 1, 2 and 3 are parallel.)

Step 4. Developing a semi-final version of the questionnaire

Step 5. Preliminary survey on a small sample to make a final version of the questionnaire
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(a) Hierarchy of Temporal Charts
After World War II

/N

Showa Era (1945—1988) Heisei Era (1989—present)
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in Postwar Era Industrial Bubble of
Development Bubble

(b) Hierarchy of Spatial Charts

The World
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Figure 2: Illustration of Hierarchy of Charts (Links) of a CULTURAL MANIFOLD
Some charts may overlap each other in a hlerarchy, and the structure may show dynamic
changes over many decades.
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Step 6. Nationwide survey (data collection)
Step 7. Data cleaning (including recoding of response categories)
Step 8. Data analysis (cross-tabulation, pattern analysis- - )

One should keep in mind that all eight steps involve the problem of comparability of
cross-national survey data. Some significant explanation of this problem, along with some
findings based on certain trial and error processes in our data analyses, have been reported
in previous books and papers (See Yoshino [ed.], 2007, and the references).

We provide an explanation relevant to Steps 2 and 3 as follows. Other steps should be
exemplified by data analyses described in the papers in this special issue.

3.1 Making a questionnaire in a foreign language — Back-translation technique —

If an item that we want to use has never been used in a cross-national survey, we must
translate it into a specific language(s) for the cross-national survey. Here we explain the
case wherein we used the back-translation technique to make a questionnaire in English
from a questionnaire in Japanese (Yoshino, Hayashi, & Suzuki, 1995).

The procedure of translation and back-translation in making foreign questionnaires
is as follows. 1) A bilingual (preferably a native English speaker) translates a particu-
lar Japanese question item into English. 2) Then another bilingual (preferably a native
Japanese speaker) translates the English back into Japanese. 3) We compare the wording
of the original Japanese and the back-translated Japanese. If there is no difference be-
tween them, we may assume that the translated English can be used as an equivalent to
the Japanese question (unless we have other evidence against that assumption). If there
is an essential difference between them, we have to modify the translation (we may repeat
the translation and back-translation process, if necessary).

Occasionally, however, we have had some difficulty in deciding whether or not a certain
difference in wording was critical, even though we were sure that there was no grammatical
error in the translation. This motivated us to carry out the following experimental survey.
By the split-half method, we formed two homogeneous Japanese samples, and we adminis-
tered Questionnaire A to one of these two samples (Japan A) and Questionnaire B to the
other (Japan B). Questionnaire B consisted of those items in the original Japanese word-
ing, whereas Questionnaire A consisted of those items with the back-translated Japanese
wording. The wording of some items was completely the same in both Questionnaire A
and B, but there were slight differences in the wording of some of the other items. We
compared the distribution of responses from Japan A and B.

An example of an item is as follows. In translation from the original Japanese to En-
glish and back-translation from the English into Japanese, there was no change in the
question, but there were some changes in wording in the response categories (choices).

The question was: “Q.33. If you were asked to choose the two most important items
listed on the card, which two would you choose? (Select two)” (Percentages following each
choice indicate the response percentage.) '

In the original Japanese, the choices were:
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a. BT (Filial piety) 73.2%
b. B;E L (Repaying to one’s benefactor) 45.8%
c. A DHEF] (Respect for the rights of the individual) 37.7%
d. A D EH (Respect for the freedom of the individual). 36.6%

(Here the English in the parentheses is the tentative word-by-word translation by the
authors for the readers’ convenience.)

These items were translated into English as follows.

a. Filial piety /Love and respect for parents
b. Repaying people who have helped you in the past
c. Respect for the rights of the individual
d. Respect for the freedom of the individual
Then the English was back-translated into Japanese as follows.
a. BFEAT/FI3TT 5 1 & B (Filial piety/Love and respect for parents) 77.7%
b. BT TNz NSRS L. RETHNITERT 5 (Repaying people who have helped you
in the past) 56.8%
c. fEADHEF] (Respect for the rights of the individual) 25.2%
d. ADEMA (Respect for the freedom of the individual) 32.8%

Thus, in the back-translation the Japanese wording was different for categories a and
b, but unchanged for categories ¢ and d. In the comparative survey, “b” produced a
significant change in response percentage. Even though there was no wording change for
“c”, the largest change was observed for that item, probably because of an effect from the
change in “b.” v

Fig. 3a and 3b summarize the differences in response distributions between Japan A
and Japan B for all items and show that a slightly different wording of items may produce
response differences, sometimes up to 10-15%. Therefore, we must be very careful when
we compare response percentages from various nations where different languages are used.
Even if we find a certain difference in responses, we cannot be sure whether it is due to a
real difference or due to a difference in wording,.

Some people may think that a potential response difference of up to 10-15% due to
wording differences is too large to secure cross-national comparability. -However, in pat-
tern analysis, e.g., Hayashi’s Quantification Method (Hayashi, 1993), applied to data from
several nations or areas for all items on the same questionnaire, we have confirmed that
the difference between Japan A and Japan B is small enough to be disregarded in the anal-
ysis compared to the differences between several nations in the total data sets (Fig. 4).
Therefore, this leads us to the conclusion that if we compare response distributions of
two nations with respect to a single item, it may be difficult to see whether a difference
is essential or if it is due to translation. However, if we compare response patterns of
several nations with respect to many items, we may be able to ignore the influence of
minor differences in wording involved in translation processes.

It may be worthwhile to address some issues regarding bilingual comparative surveys.
Some people may suspect that there could be response differences even by the same
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Figure 3a: Comparison of response percentages of Japan A (back-translated Japanese question-
naire) and Japan B (original Japanese questionnaire). In the case where the wording
is completely the same in both Japan A and Japan B, there are some percentages of
variance, which may be comparable to sampling errors.
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Figure 3b: In the case where there are some wording differences between Japan A and Japan B,
the differences in response percentages sometimes amount up to 10-15%.

bilingual respondent when he/she is administered the same questionnaire in different lan-
guages. In order to investigate this problem, Hayashi and Suzuki (1997) carried out a
comparative survey of persons bilingual in Japanese and English by the split—half method,
and they detected certain differences as follows. Roughly, respondents to the Japanese
questionnaire tended to avoid polar answers and to choose middle answer categories or
“DK (Don’t Know)”, whereas respondents to the English questionnaire tended to choose
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Figure 4: The result of Hayashi’s Quantification Method applied to the response data of all com-
mon items from several nations and areas. The difference due to wording differences
(Japan A & Japan B) or due to sample weighting (JBS & JBW) is so small that we
may disregard it in the global comparisons.

polar categories (“very---”). Moreover, the Japanese were as individualistic and optimistic
as Americans if they were responding to a question in English (cf. linguistic relativity of
Sapir & Whorf hypothesis). See Hayashi & Suzuki (1997) for more details.

Our more recent surveys suggest that the response using a “common language” [English
or Arabic| in a multiracial country may tend to produce polar answers in greater num-
bers simply because of poor literacy of the people who have to use the common language
rather than their real mother tongue. This may explain the response tendencies found
by Hayashi & Suzuki [1997] of Japanese responding in English. We are still investigating
our recent survey data from Australia, Singapore, and India from this point of view. (See
Yoshino’s paper in this issue.)

8.2 Difference of survey sampling methods

In a social survey, we usually use statistical random sampling of the population under
investigation. In cross-national comparative surveys, however, we cannot avoid situations
where each country uses its own traditional method of sampling. For example, many Eu-
ropean countries use random-route sampling, and many survey companies in Britain and
the USA use quota sampling. In addition, some companies often modify response per-
centages by weighting with respect to age, gender, rate of absence (rate of unavailability
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at the time of interviewing), etc. For the comparability under question, multidimensional
analysis might be preferable to simple tabulation of response distribution, which often
fails to secure cross-national comparability.

Yoshino & Hayashi (2002) and Hayashi (2001) showed robustness of outputs in mul-
tidimensional analyses. That is, one can disregard differences in sampling methods in a
total configuration obtained by multidimensional data analysis (Hayashi’s Quantification
Method IIT) when comparing data from many countries with respect to a group of items
in contrast to an examination of only a single item. In addition, Yoshino (1992, 2001)
showed that one could even detect falsified data by applying multidimensional scaling,
called the superculture model (Yoshino, 1992). Here again, we could confirm the power
of multidimensional analysis, as shown in the explanation of back-translation of items.

For example, see Fig. 3 again for the comparison of two sets of data: a) weighted sample
data from the Japanese Brazilian (JBW) survey with respect to races and b) non-weighted
sample data (JBS). As in the case of comparison of the two Japanese surveys (Japan A
and Japan B), the difference between the two sets of data is so small that we can ignore
it for the comparison of data from all countries in the analysis of patterns of responses
with respect to many items.

Thus, Hayashi’s Quantification Method cancels out minor differences in wording of
items and those of sampling methods and gives us a stable macro pattern.

4. Overview of Our Past Surveys

In this section, we briefly explain some results of our past surveys. For details, see the
references.

4.1 Longitudinal Analyses of Japanese National Character Survey (1953-present)

In the longitudinal survey of the Japanese national character that is the core of CLA,
we have found a central dimension of the Japanese character and society, which may be
labeled as modernization vs. tradition. Various aspects of Japanese social systems are
concerned with this dimension (e.g., views of nature, acceptance of science and technology,
etc.) in one way or another. This dimension may represent a conflict between innovation
and conservation in Japanese history.

We found also five enduring predominant values held by more than two thirds of
Japanese without regard to age, education, and gender over some five decades. These are:
1) fairness in employment situations (Q.35 (#5.1c-1 & c-2), 2) preference for Japanese
style gardens (#9.3), 3) preference for a workplace to be governed by the rule of primary
group relations (paternalistic department chief, family-like firm) (Q.35, #5.6b), and 4) al-
though only one third of the Japanese have religious faith, most non-religious Japanese
also think that a religious attitude (heart/mind) is important (Q.42a & Q.43)1).

1) Codes such as Q.35 are those for the Asia-Pacific Values Survey (Yoshino [ed.], 2004), and those
such as #5.6b are in the Japanese national character survey (Mizuno et al., 1992).
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It is natural to think that some changes must be associated with the 1) transformation
of Japan in the post-industrial era, 2) shift from collectivity to an individual orientation,
and 3) liberalization: change from subjects to citizens (becoming more democratic). Pos-
sible causes of these changes in Japan would be 1) the move from an agriculture-based
economy to a manufacturing-based economy, and finally service-based economy, 2) a more
affluent economy, and 3) the internationalization or globalization of the Japanese economy
(Hayashi & Kuroda, 1997, for more details).

Incidentally, it may be interesting to examine the following example of a contrast be-
tween stability of men’s attitudes and change in stability of women’s attitudes as shown
in Figure 5. This contrast might be closely related to various aspects of changes taking
place in Japan over the past half century after World War IL
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Figure 5: Japanese National Character Survey
Q. “If you were born again, would you like to be born as boy or girl?”
In the past half century there has been stability in Japanese men’s response of “boy”
(approx. 90%) and significant change in Japanese women’s response from “boy” to
“girl.”

4.2 Macro Comparison of Several Countries

Although the Japanese national character survey is the most important source for
the study of changes and stability of Japanese social attitudes, opinions, and values,
the Japanese national character must be more distinctively characterized through cross-
national comparisons.

1) Seven Country Survey (1985-93)

With special financial aid from the Ministry of Education, we performed a cross-national
survey of seven nations: Japan, USA, Britain, France, West Germany (before the unifi-
cation) (1986-88), Italy (1992), and the Netherlands (1993). Applying a psychometric
pattern analysis, called the “super-culture model”, Yoshino (1992) found two main di-
mensions: a) European vs. Japanese and b) Latin vs. Anglo-Saxon. In the dimensional
coordinate, there are three clusters: a) Britain and USA (common origin and language),
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b) France and Italy (Latin nations and geographical neighbors), and ¢) Germany and the
Netherlands (geographical neighbors). In our multidimensional analyses of social surveys,
we frequently find these clusters. Probably the clustering is robust with respect to changes
or differences in sets of question items, at least in general social surveys.

Yoshino & Hayashi (2002) gave an example of an item that initially seemed to have
nothing to do with national character, but later turned out to have some hidden relevance
to national character in our cross national survey. The item is as follows.

Q.14. During the last four weeks, have you suffered from any of the following?

Yes No DK
Headaches/migraines 1 2 0
Backaches 1 2 0
Nervousness 1 2 0
Depression 1 2 0
Insomnia 1 2 0

This item was about medical problems, therefore, seemed apparently irrelevant to na-
tional character. Survey results showed that the percentages of those who claimed to
have suffered from those health problems were higher among women than among men in
all seven countries and that the percentage of Japanese men experiencing those problems
was the lowest among the seven countries (Hayashi et al., 1998, pp.129-128). One knows,
however, that the life span of women is longer than of men in most countries worldwide.
Besides, the suicide rate of Japanese men is the highest among those in advanced industrial
countries. These facts apparently seemed to contradict the survey data shown above.

All seven countries involved in this survey are highly industrialized states. Thus, there
would appear to be no significant material difference in the stressful conditions of their
environments nor in the quality of their medical systems (although medical systems may
be related to political issues in each country as evidenced by the situation in the USA
that denies many people systematic access to healthcare because of lack of a national
healthcare program). On the other hand, it is known that women usually reduce stress
effectively by chatting with others, and that Japanese men tend to close their heart and
mind when experiencing trouble, which increases stress, sometimes to the extent of sui-
cide. Thus, we have come to suspect that the above-mentioned response patterns with
regard to medical symptoms may be closely linked to differences in people’s attitudes to-
ward self-disclosure. Furthermore, Yoshino (Yoshino, Hayashi & Yamaoka, Ch.3, 2009,
to appear) argues that the above-mentioned degrees of self-disclosure also may be closely
linked to attitudes leading to avoidance of polar categories (e.g., tendency for intermediate
answers among Japanese in questionnaire) (Yoshino, 2009, this issue).

2) People of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii (1971, 1978, 1983, 1988 & 2000),
Brazil (1991) and the U.S. West Coast (1998)
Our cross-national survey started with the Hawail survey project in 1970. This survey
of Japanese emigrants provided us with some important information about acculturation.
For example, the general Japanese tendency for even non-religious people to respect a
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religious attitude was observed among people of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii, Brazil, and
the U.S. West Coast (King County in Washington state & Santa Clara in California). The
tendency of Japanese to avoid polar answers and prefer middle category responses was
observed among people of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii and in Brazil, but not on the U.S.
West Coast. Hayashi & Kuroda (1997) mentioned that probably language was a key factor
in the ambiguity of the Japanese as well as the diffuse nature of the Japanese self. But,
reconsidering all data on this matter from our past surveys, we might explain the general
response tendency as follows. In Hawaii, no race comprises a majority and the Japanese
group is the largest among minority groups. In Brazil, Japanese may live either close
together in a town/village or live in a large and sparsely populated area. In contrast to
those two groups, Japanese Americans in the USA mainland have already assimilated into
a multiracial society. Although the Japanese may express their opinions in a roundabout
way to suggest a delicate and subtle nuance, this type of communication may be possible
only among people who share a culture and history, such as the Japanese in Hawaii and
Brazil. In order to communicate successfully in a multiracial society such as the mainland
of the USA, one is supposed to speak out definitely on one’s opinion whenever asked. This
may explain the differences in response tendency between the Japanese on the U.S. West
Coast and those in Hawaii and Brazil (This may be closely linked with the tendency of
self-disclosure explained concerning response tendencies regarding medical symptoms in
the previous section.)

In short, the Japanese in Japan use euphemisms and show less self-disclosure because
they can expect that others having the same culture and history will guess their real opin-
ions (heart/mind). On the other hand, Japanese immigrants abroad may show the same
response tendency as the Japanese in Japan when they communicate among Japanese
groups even though they might speak out among people who do not share their culture
and history. (There are generational differences among Japanese immigrants, which may
be related to differences in their degrees of assimilation.)

" Yamaoka (2000, Fig. 3 & Table 3) compared the Japanese with other peoples with re-
spect to the following two aspects: interpersonal relationships measured by the Giri-Ninjyo
scale (Q.40-2, Q.41-1 & Q.42-2, Q.48-1 & Q.49-2, Q.45-a & b, Q.50-2) and religious atti-
tude measured by Q.62a-2 & Q.63-12).

Briefly, the Giri-Ninjyo scale captures the interpersonal relationships particular to the
Japanese, where Giri-Ninjyo is associated with emotional conflict between obligation and
warm heartedness. The percentage of those who have a particular religious faith (about
one third) is smaller in Japan than in western countries. But, among those people who
do not have a particular religious faith, the percentage of those who think that religious
attitudes (heart/mind) are important is the largest among Japanese. These tendencies
were observed among people of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii, the U.S. West Coast, and
Brazil (Hayashi, et al., 1998; Yamamoto, 1992; Yoshino, 2000).

2) Note that the number of Q is the item number used in the comparative survey of seven nations.




CULTURAL MANIFOLD ANALYSIS (CULMAN) 103

5. East Asia Values Survey (EAVS) 2002-2005 and Asia-Pacific Value
Survey (APVS) 2004-2009

This section briefly gives basic information on the countries to be analyzed in this spe-
. cial issue. In order to provide a frame of reference for understanding the studies described
in this issue, this section focuses on each country’s or region’s relationship with Japan, its
racial and religious composition, and stage of economic development. These explanations
mainly depend upon Hirano et al. (2007) and Kyodo News (2008) as references.

People’s Republic of China

Shanghai and Beijing, which are the locales to be analyzed in this special issue, have
the second and the third largest populations of all the cities in China. The majority of
Chinese people are of the Han race. Major religions in China are Buddhism, Islam, and
Christianity. Although the Constitution of China guarantees freedom of religion, the gov-
ernment practically imposes restriction on it. (This restricted possible items on politics
and religion in our questionnaire.)

The Chinese economy, on the whole, has grown rapidly. The gross domestic product
(GDP) of China is about half that of Japan, and its GDP has grown at a yearly rate of
10 percent in the five years since 2003. However, per capita gross national income (GNI)
is very low ($2010), and the income gap is already wide and is still widening.

In 1972, Japan and the People’s Republic of China established diplomatic relations.
Their relations, both at the governmental level and in terms of feelings held by the peo-
ple, however, have not been warm, mainly due to conflicts over the perception of history.
In April 2005, some months before our China Survey 2005 was performed, for instance,
there were anti-Japanese demonstrations in big cities, including Beijing and Shanghai,
that were triggered by objection to content in Japanese high school history textbooks on
events during World War II and Japanese Prime Minister Koizumi’s visits to the Yasukuni
Shrine. :

Sovereignty of Hong Kong was transferred from the United Kingdom to China in 1997.
Ninety-five percent of the people in Hong Kong are Chinese. Per capita GNI in Hong
Kong is more than 10 times as large as that in Mainland China.

Taiwan

Ninety-eight percent of Taiwanese is of the Han race. Major religions in Taiwan are
Taoism, Buddhism, and Christianity. Its economy has developed rapidly so that its per
capita GNI is about half that in Japan ($17,000).

After it lost its UN membership to the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 1971,
many countries broke off diplomatic relations with Taiwan, with only 23 countries having
diplomatic relations with Taiwan today. Japan also broke off diplomatic relations with
Taiwan in 1972. Economic and cultural exchanges in the private sector, however, have
continued. It is the Taiwanese who first imported the Japanese culture of cartoons and
comics, thereby helping Japanese culture to become accepted in other countries in Asia.
Thus, generally speaking, people in Taiwan have pro-Japanese feelings. Currently, the
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number of visitors from one country to another exceeds 1 million a year.

United States of America

The USA is, of course, a country that has had a preponderant influence on so many
aspects of Japan’s society, culture and politics from its diplomatic policy and the structure
of its legal system to pop culture and the directions of education, and just about every-
thing in between. It is not necessarily true, however, that the general public in either
country knows or understands much about the other’s culture or the ways in which the
people respectively think about important issues of the day. Partly, this probably has to
do with some intrinsic difficulty in maintaining a military-political alliance between states
that differ greatly in terms of underlying cultural consciousness or of the ways in which
national identity is woven into state power. Japan is a deeply secular state whose people’s
behavior and customs are bound nevertheless by deep-seated tradition, whereas the Amer-
ican people are highly religious even though America’s political and economic institutions
have been rationalized and depersonalized to a greater extent than in any other country.
In terms of denominational affiliations, both Protestantism and Catholicism have a strong
foothold in the United States. However, it is probably fair to say that over the last few
decades the most conspicuous and politically charged line of cleavage has to do with that
between secularists and those with some sort of religious belief.

Then there is the problem of asymmetry in relations. To Japan, the USA is the domi-
nant, and, in fact, often nearly the sole, guideline state in deciding on its diplomatic stance;
to the USA, Japan is but one actor among many in a geographical region that only a few
with some sort of specialized interests know or care about. Most ordinary people in the
USA probably know far less about Japan than people in Japan would like to think. On
the other hand, the asymmetry doesn’t necessarily mean that the average Japanese person
has a deeper understanding of American culture or politics than the average American
person might have of Japan. Too often, the Japanese tend to think of the USA in terms of
binary stereotypes — emblematic of greatness and fostering admiration or, alternatively,
as symbolizing arrogance and promoting hostility, or alternately of resistance or anger
(Hirano et al., 2007, p.51).

It is perhaps time for the Japanese people to develop a more nuanced, subtle and fuller
understanding of the USA and its culture as it really works.

Republic of Korea

Most people in Korea are Korean. About a quarter of the population is Buddhist and
another quarter is Christian, although Korean Christians retain some customs of Confu-
cian teachings. Korea has succeeded in developing rapidly so that its per capita GNI is
about half of that in Japan ($18,000).

People in the Republic of Korea have deep anti-Japanese sentiment because of Japanese
annexation and occupation of Korea in the first half of the o[k
lations between the countries are often still tense due to problems over the interpretation

century. Diplomatic re-

of history and disputes over the ownership of the island called Takeshima in Japanese, or
Dokdo in Korean.
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Japanese culture, such as through books and movies, however, is popular in Korea.
Therefore, pirated Japanese books and movies have long been circulated in Korea. After
President Kim Dae-jung abolished its restrictive policy toward Japanese culture in 1998,
cultural exchanges between the countries have increased more than ever.

Southeast Asian Countries

If relations between Japan and the USA have been characterized by a certain degree
of asymmetry, then it is also quite true that Japan’s relationship with Southeast Asian
countries has been rather unbalanced in the sense that most people in Japan do not seem
to fully realize just how much impact their country has had on the historical and polit-
ical developments in Southeast Asia. But it is certainly reasonable to say that Japan'’s
military ventures in this region during World War II, as well as the subsequent economic
penetration in search of labor and natural resources, have had a major impact on the
political, economic and cultural developments of the Southeast Asian countries (For in-
stance, see Goodwin [2001] for an example of an argument in sociology that identifies the
historical role played by Japan as the single most consequential variable in explaining the
nature of a political regime in various Southeast Asian countries since World War II. Also,
see Fujimaki & Segawa, eds., 2003, and a series of introductory books on Southeast Asia
by Kobundo, for more general information on the politics, society and culture in these
countries). In any event, the history of Japanese invasion and military aggression in many
of these countries almost necessitates that their public opinion would be characterized
by some strong emotion and distrust. Indeed, during World War II Japan occupied and
established military rule in the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore, and often
conducted extensive campaigns involving massacre, pillaging and forced labor camps.

Post World War II relations between Japan and Southeast Asia have centered on busi-
ness, investment and economic aid rather than on direct military intervention and have in
general been quite productive. Meanwhile, culturally and socially, the Philippines, Indone-
sia, Malaysia, and Thailand are all multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and regionally segmented
countries that are internally very diverse (Singapore is a partial exception because it is
too small to be considered regionally segmented fully based on ethnicity. It is also notable
that the Singaporean government over the years has tried to deliberately integrate the
different ethnic groups residentially, with varying degrees of success in different historical
periods. See Itobayashi [2000] for more information). On the other hand, the influence of
Western and Japanese popular culture and lifestyle has been quite pervasive, especially in
the cities, in recent years - adding yet another layer of cultural expression and identity to
these societies that have historically existed at the crossroads of commerce and cultural
exchange since pre-modern times.

Commonwealth of Australia
The majority of Australians are of European ancestry, especially Anglo-Saxon, and
about 70 percent of Australians (whose population is 20 million in all) are Christian.
Recently, the number of people whose race is. Asian has increased to about 0.5 million.
Although the Australian economy is small in size compared to Japan, its stage of eco-
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nomic development is as high as that of Japan in terms of per capita GNI.

Since Australia was directly attacked by Japan during World War II, the Australians
had strong antagonism toward Japan. The development of Japan-Australia relationships
was restricted to the field of trade for a few decades after the war. Around 1972 when
the Whitlam Labor government abolished the racial discrimination policy, Japanese em-
igration to Australia began to appear. Since then, economic and cultural relationships
between these countries have been activated. Nowadays, hundreds of thousands Japanese
visit Australia for sightseeing each year. As an economic effect, the Australian feelings
toward Japan have become better.

India

It is sometimes difficult to even think of such a large, diverse polyglot country as being
a modern nation-state at all, but this country of over a billion people and of at least 18
major languages has managed to hold together as the “world’s largest democracy” more
or less uninterruptedly since its independence from Britain in 1947. The country’s his-
tory since then has not been without tribulations or political disturbances; secessionist
movements in some regions, fundamentalist zeal of both the Hindu and Islamist varieties,
as well as the general difficulty in building an unified Indian identity out of the myri-
ads of competing caste, ethnic and regional loyalties remain to be some of the significant
challenges the Indian state faces (See Khilnani, 2004, for more on the last point).

While for some time India’s post-independence economy was organized around the so-
cialist principle, in 1991 the country shifted to a policy of liberalization in trade and
investment. The IT industry has in particular been stimulated by this new approach, and
India is now considered one of the world’s largest sources of engineers, programmers and
so on. Supported by this development, business and trade relations between India and
Japan also have expanded and deepened, in spite of a temporary setback caused by India’s
nuclear testing in '98 to which Japan strongly objected.

6. Towards a New Trustful Social System in the 215 Century

The Japanese mind is the world of an ambiguous self, multiple realities, and multi-
valued attitudes (Hayashi & Kuroda, 1997). Occasionally, Japan is considered as a ho-
mogeneous society with respect to individual opinions, but this is not the case in reality.
Simply because the Japanese tend to refrain from making definitive commitments in order
to avoid possible conflicts, they often appear to be ambiguous and homogeneous.

A new style of society demands a new type of social system. Bringing this about would
first necessitate destruction of the traditional system. A leader in Japan would have to
think about the balance between conservation of fundamental human relational systems
and quick destruction of obsolete social systems in the transitional age, as would leaders
all over the world. The last decade, however, has seen that this destruction has gone
too far even in the areas that we have to conserve, for example, in the realm of building
trustful human relationships, under misguided globalization. A positive side of ambiguity
may lead us to generosity in accepting different social values whereas a negative side may
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Figure 6: A Manifold of Local Communities
Some pairs of these local communities may overlap each other and the total set may
make a hierarchy as a global manifold. In order to realize steady peaceful and prosper-
ous development, we may need a set of “goft” regulations to connect pairs of commu-
nities rather than a single restrictive global standard.

East Asia Community

lead us to confusion or irresponsibility.

So far we have explained the idea of “manifold” as in the context of comparative surveys.
However, the real world has already formed some local communities of a global manifold.
We may be able to utilize CULMAN also for policy-making in balancing between strict
construction and its spatial coverage of regulations. That is, if an international regulation
is applied to a larger region, it should be made less restrictive and be adapted to local

conditions. In order to have steady peaceful and prosperous development, we may need
" 5 set of “soft” regulations to connect pairs of communities rather than a single restrictive
global standard. In the literature on international politics, Lipson (1991) and Abbott
& Snidal (2000) argue the comparative merits and demerits between informal or “soft”
international rules and formal or “hard” ones. Goldstein and Martin (2000) point out
the possibility that the establishment of legalized or hard international rules might make
international cooperation difficult.

Although Japanese ambiguity has long been criticized in the past, can’t we make use
of a positive side of it as a strategy of generosity by which we connect those local charts
in order to avoid conflicts between different cultures or races and to connect them in a
- constructive way? It seems that current political confusions in the world are due to insuf-
ficient scientific data analyses and inadequate ways to study cultural diversity in this time
of globalization. Therefore, it is worthwhile to reconsider world policy from the viewpoint
of the world as a cultural manifold.

We hope that our survey research will provide some basic information for mutual un-
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derstanding of different cultures and peoples in order to realize peace and prosperity in
the entire world.
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Appendix

The following is a list of ISM Research Report Series on our surveys. (For
the list of titles of all the reports in Japanese, see http://www.ism.ac.jp/
editsec/kenripo/index.html) '

No.54. A Statistical Method for Comparative Study of Fundamental Structure of Social

~ Attitude. (Hayashi, C. [ed.], 1981)

No.59. Statistical Methods for Comparative Study of Social Attitude by Surveys.
(Hayashi, C. [ed.], 1984)

No.70. Toward the Establishment and Development of Statistical Analysis for the Study of
Comparative Culture: The Fourth Attitudinal Survey of Honolulu Residents, 1988.
(Hayashi, C. & Suzuki, T. [eds.], 1991 [1988])

No.71. Cultural Link Analysis for Comparative Social Research: A New Approach for the
Exploration of Structure in Ways of Thinking Applied to Cross-National Analysis
of General Social Attitudes (Hayashi, C. & Suzuki, T. [eds.], 1991)

No.72. Cultural Link Analysis for Comparative Social Research: A Codebook for A Com-
mon File of 1987’s German Survey, 1987’s French Survey, 1987’s British Survey,
1988’s U.S. Survey, and 1988’s Japanese Survey. (Hayashi, C. [ed.], 1992)

No.73. Cultural Link Analysis for Comparative Social Research: Cross-Tables by Sex and
Age for 1987’s German Survey, 1987’s French Survey, 1987’s British Survey, 1987’s
U.S. Survey, and 1988’s Japanese Survey. (Hayashi, C. [ed.], 1993)

No.74. Research on National Character of Japanese Brazilian: 1991-1992. (Yamamoto,

- K. & Mori, K. [eds.], 1993 [1991-92])

No.75. A Study of the Japanese National Character: The Ninth Nationwide Survey. (Re-
search Committee on the Study of the Japanese National Character [ed.], 1994).

No.76. Application of Cultural Link Analysis for Comparative Social Survey: A General
Report. (Yoshino, R. & Suzuki, T. [eds:], 1995)

No.77. Application of Cultural Link Analysis for Comparative Social Survey: A Manual
for International Comparison of the National Character. (Yoshino, R. & Suzuki, T.
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[eds.], 1995)

No.78. Application of Cultural Link Analysis for Comparative Social Survey: A Codebook
of 1992 Ttalian Survey (Yoshino, R. & Suzuki, T. [eds.], 1995)

No.79. Application of Cultural Link Analysis for Comparative Social Survey: A List of Re-
sponses for Open-Ended Questions of 1992s Ttalian Survey. (Yoshino, R. & Suzuki,
T. [eds.], 1995)

No.80. Application of Cultural Link Analysis for Comparative Social Survey: A Codebook
of 1993’s Dutch Survey (Yoshino, R. & Suzuki, T. [eds.], 1995)

No.81. Application of Cultural Link Analysis for Comparative Social Survey: A List of Re-
sponses for Open-Ended Questions of 1993’ Dutch Survey. (Yoshino, R. & Suzuki,
T. [eds.], 1995)

No.82. Application of Cultural Link Analysis for Comparative Social Survey: A Codebook
for a Common File of 1992’s Italian Survey, 1993’s Dutch Survey. (Yoshino, R. &
Suzuki, T. [eds.], 1995)

No.83. A Study of the Japanese National Character: The Tenth Nationwide Survey. (Re-
search Committee on the Study of the Japanese National Character [ed.], 1998)

No.84. A Study of Statistical Science on Cultural Transmission: Japanese Americans on
the West Coast Survey (JAWCS). (Yoshino, R. [ed.], 2000)

No.86. Hawaii Resident Survey 1999-2000 by the Research Committee of Cross-National
Comparative Survey. (Yoshino, R. [ed.], 2001)

No.89. Researches on the National Character of Chinese and Japanese: A Sampling Survey
in Beijing, China. (Zheng, Y. [ed.], 2003)

No.90. Researches on the National Character of Chinese and Japanese: A Sampling Survey
in Shanghai, China. (Zheng, Y. [ed.], 2003)

No.91. East Asia Values Survey: Japan 2002 Survey by the Research Committee of Cross-
National Comparative Survey. (Yoshino, R. [ed.], 2004)

The following reports have also been published by ISM.

The East Asia Value Survey: China 2002-03 Survey [Beijing, Shanghai & Hong-Kong| by
the Research Committee of Cross-National Comparative Survey. (Yoshino, R. [ed.],
2004)

The East Asia Value Survey: Japan 2004A Survey by the Research Committee of Cross-
National Comparative Survey. (Yoshino, R. [ed.], 2005)

The East Asia Value Survey: Japan 2004B Survey by the Research Committee of Cross-
National Comparative Survey. (Yoshino, R. [ed.], 2005)

The East Asia Value Survey (2002-2005): Data Analysis on Peoples’ Sense of Trust.
(Yoshino, R. [ed.], 2006)

The Asia & Pacific Value Survey: China 2005 Survey [Beijing, Shanghai & Hong-Kong]
by The Research Committee of Cross-National Comparative Survey. (Yoshino, R.
[ed.], 2007)

The Asia & Pacific Value Survey:  Taiwan 2006 by the Research Committee of Cross-
National Comparative Survey. (Yoshino, R. & Horoiwa, A. [eds.], 2007)

The Asia-Pacific Value Survey: South Korea 2006 Survey by the Research Committee of
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Cross-National Comparative Survey. (Yoshino, R. & Matsumoto, W. [eds.], 2007)

The Asia-Pacific Value Survey: USA 2006 Survey by the Research Committee of Cross-
National Comparative Survey. (Yoshino, R. [ed.], 2007)

The Asia & Pacific Value Survey: Singapore 2007 Survey by the Research Committee of
Cross-National Comparative Survey. (Yoshino, R. [ed.], 2008)

The Asia & Pacific Value Survey: Australia 2007 Survey by the Research Committee of
Cross-National Comparative Survey. (Yoshino, R., & Matsumoto, W. [eds.], 2008)

The Asia & Pacific Value Survey: India 2008 Survey by the Research Committee of Cross-
National Comparative Survey. (Yoshino, R. [ed.], 2009)

A Study of Statistical Science on Health and Culture: Cross-National Comparative Survey
on Life — 2006 America CATI Survey — (Yamaoka, K. & Yoshino, R. [eds.], 2008)

A Study of Statistical Science on Health and Culture: Cross-National Comparative Survey
on Life — 2007 German CATI Survey — (Yamaoka, K. & Yoshino, R. [eds.], 2008)

Five volumes have been published as a series of “Japanese National Char-
acter Survey” by Shisei-dou (Vol.1, 2 & 3) and Idemitu-shoten (Vol.4 & 5).

Special issues on our longitudinal or cross-national surveys have been pub-
lished in the following journals.

e Proceedings of ISM, Vol.43, No.1. (1995)
(on Japanese national character survey 1953-1993)
e Proceedings of ISM, Vol.48, No.1. (2000)
(on Japanese national character survey 1953-1998)
e Proceedings of ISM, Vol.53, No.1. (2005)
(on Japanese national character survey 1953-2003)
e Behaviormetrika Vol.29, No.2 (2002) & Vol.30, No.1 (2003)
(on our past longitudinal and cross-national surveys of national character 1953-2001)
e Japanese Journal of Behaviormetrics, No.32-1 (2005) & 33-1 (2006).
(on the East Asia Values Survey 2002-2005).

The papers of these special issues are available on a free online journal
of Proceedings of the ISM (http://www.ism.ac.jp/editsec/toukei-j.html), the
Journal of Behaviormetrika (http://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/bhmk), and
the Japanese Journal of Behaviormetrics (http://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/
jbhmk/).

As for our past surveys, see our home pages of the Institute of Statistical Mathematics
(http: //www.ism.ac.jp/ “yoshino/ and http://www.ism.ac.jp/ism_info_j/
kokuminsei.html).
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RECONSTRUCTION OF TRUST ON A CULTURAL MANIFOLD:
SENSE OF TRUST IN LONGITUDINAL AND
CROSS-NATIONAL SURVEYS OF NATIONAL CHARACTER

Ryozo Yoshino*

The objective of this paper is to study the variability of peoples’ basic social values
as reflected in data from our past surveys on national character. Among other issues,
I focus on trust systems in order to explore which aspects of sense of trust are sta-
ble and which aspects are variable under longitudinal changes in economic or political
conditions. First, I explain peoples’ general response tendencies based on our survey
on national character, which is a key to the understanding of our survey data in the
context of cross-national comparisons. Secondly, I summarize some aspects of people’s
sense of interpersonal trust from our longitudinal survey of Japanese national char-
acter. Thirdly, I present cross-national comparisons of interpersonal and institutional
trust as well as some basic social values based on our past surveys, including surveys
of seven-countries (Japan, USA and five European countries), the East Asia Values
Survey (EAVS) (2002-2005) and the Asia-Pacific Values Survey (APVS) (2004-2008).
The results show that East Asian countries have already departed from traditional Con-
fucianism and that people share more common social values beyond the distinction of
East and West. Fourthly, I present an overview of data on Japanese immigrants in
Brazil, Hawaii and the U.S. West Coast in order to study the interaction between the
environment and ethnicity. Fifthly, I provide some comments for our future research.

1. Reconstruction of Trust in the Transition Period

The objective of this paper is to study people’s sense of trust as reflected in the data
from our longitudinal and cross-national comparative surveys by the Institute of Statisti-
cal Mathematics on national character over the past half a century. The background and
the significance of this study are as follows.

In the last two decades there has been a rapid transition from the established social
system based on traditional industry to a system founded on highly advanced information
technology. The transition after the end of the Cold War brought domestic and inter-
national confusion in various areas worldwide as well as in various domains of daily life.
Each nation has its own culture, social values and way of thinking, and these underlie its
economic system, politics and social life. Culture is a system that may unite the people
within that culture, but it often excludes people outside of it. In this sense, culture is a
system of distrust of outsiders, and, therefore, it can be the reason for conflict between
different peoples. Thus, a mutual understanding of cultures in different countries and
races is the key to the construction of a wider trust system for peaceful and prosperous
development throughout the world in this time of globalization.

Key Words and Phrases: cross-national comparison, cultural manifold analysis (CULMAN), interper-

sonal relations, Japanese, longitudinal survey, national character, public opinion, social survey, social

values, superculture model, trust

* The Institute of Statistical Mathematics, Midori-machi 10-3, Tachikawa-shi, Tokyo, 190-8562,
Japan. E-mail: yoshino@ism.ac.jp
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The global movement has also brought confusion into our daily life. As a result, we
are facing the collapse of our sense of trust in traditional systems of education, ethics,
family, law, marriage, work environment and so on. This does not necessarily mean, how-
ever, that each individual has totally lost his or her interpersonal trust. Nowadays, many
people are engaged in activities of non-profit organizations (NGO) or non-governmental
organizations (NPO) more extensively and more intensively than previously seen (Hayashi
& Iriyama, 1997). It may be that people’s sense of trust and energy are being directed to-
ward the development of a new interpersonal system. Thus it is important to investigate
how people’s attitudes toward the traditional trust system will be changed in the near
future. ‘ '

Under these conditions, “trust” has been extensively studied during the past two
decades, probably as a result of the confusion that came about in the transitional pe-
riod in the aftermath of the end of the Cold War. It is now necessary to consider how we
can develop international trust in order to prevent conflicts between different countries,
races or religious groups.

This topic has become particularly popular since Fukuyama’s (1995) influential book,
“Tyust.” In his comparative economic theory, Fukuyama treated “trust” as a social cap-
ital and contrasted Japan, USA and Germany as highly trustful countries with China
and Ttaly as less trustful countries. (See Yoshino [2006] for the study on trust in China.)
Although he focused on aspects of trust as a property of national character, there are
various possible definitions of “trust,” all of which may be roughly classified into “trust in
transactions” and “trust in normative philosophy,” as summarized in Hosmer (1995). The
study of trust in normative philosophy has a long history, at least since Aristotle in the
West and Buddha and Confucius in the East, but it is rare these days. On the other hand,
the study of trust in transactions has been the focus of many papers published during the
recent years of globalization.

Zucker (1986) pointed out three ways for production of trust: 1) process-based trust
tied to past exchanges; 2) characteristic-based trust tied to personal characteristics, such
as family background and ethnicity; and 3) institutional-based trust tied to formal societal
structures. Shapiro [1987] criticized the third category because he believes that trust can-
not be institutionalized. Further, Zucker claimed that trust was not directly measurable.
This may have influenced Fukuyama’s methodology as he used various datasets concern-
ing “distrust” such as the crime rate, divorce rate, and unemployment rate, rather than a
direct measure of trust in public opinion surveys. My focus in this paper is mainly on the
second of Zucker’s three categories of trust, i.e., that based on personal characteristics,
although the three categories are mutually dependent.

Banfield (1958) regarded “distrust” as the culture of the poor. This motivates us to
investigate the relationships between people’s sense of trust and their economic conditions.
I deal with this issue in examining cross-national comparative data in later sections.

Miyamoto, Fugita and Kashima (2002) developed a theory of interpersonal relations
derived from G.H. Mead’s approach. In the theory, they presented a psychological frame-
work balancing direct behavior and deep cognition to enable an understanding of the
differences in character between Japanese and Americans. For example, they indicated
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that the Japanese prefer to delay action and pay more attention to the perception of
others, perception of themselves, and perception of the situation, whereas the Americans
favor direct action and pay more attention to their own views. Their theory also can be
used to study the acculturation of Japanese Americans (or Japanese immigrants in gen-
eral) and transition of generations from Issei and Nisei to Sansei, etc. Or this theory may
lead to an understanding of the interaction between racial origins and social environments,
rather than acculturation (See next section for the analysis of general response tendencies
of nations or races).

As for measurements of national character, Inkeles (1997) claimed that aspects directly
related to economic or political conditions should not be regarded as part of “national
character.” However, it is reasonable to assume that people of different countries may
respond differently to certain economic or political items on a questionnaire (i.e., “Are
you satisfied with your living conditions?”) even under the same economic and political
conditions and that such differences in response patterns may be closely related to “na-
tional character.” For example, Brazilians showed a high degree of life satisfaction and
happiness even when their country was experiencing severe conditions regarding interna-
tional debt in the late 1980s. On the other hand, the Japanese did not show a high degree
of life satisfaction and happiness even when their economy was close to the top in the
world. To understand this phenomenon, we need to identify general tendencies in people’s
manner of responding, and both objective and subjective means of measurement must be
employed.

Among various efforts to relate trust with social issues in the last decade, public health
may be one of the most productive fields in the study of social capital (voluntary activity
or interpersonal trust) and social groups, as exemplified by Kawachi and his colleagues
(1997). For example, they reported that a greater degree of social capital is closely linked
to better health in medical research experiments and social surveys at the individual and
state levels in the USA. These results have been confirmed in some other countries, but
not in others. In Japan, no clear relationship had been confirmed until recently, probably
because one difficulty is to identify what spatial unit (prefecture, city, village, etc.) should
be adopted in attempts to relate health with social capital (sense of trust). Ichida and his
colleagues (2005), however, performed intensive studies on this matter and finally showed
a positive relationship between health and social capital in their survey of villages in Aichi
prefecture.

Logistic regression analysis by Tsunoda, Yoshino & Yokoyama (2008) revealed certain
relationships between two dependent variables on self-rated health and health dissatisfac-
tion, and some independent variables such as religion, social capital, spirituality, super-
stitions, etc., as part of a national character study. For example, in males with negative
attitudes on generalized trust, the number of self-reported symptoms was greater; in fe-
males, negative attitudes on norms of reciprocity were associated with a greater number of
self-reported symptoms. Moreover, health dissatisfaction in females was enhanced by low
perceptions of support. In both genders, self-reported symptoms and health dissatisfac-
tion were greater in the presence of anxiety. A larger number of self-reported symptoms
were associated with adherence to religion and spirituality in males. In females, the de-
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gree of health dissatisfaction was greater in those with low income and concern about
superstitions. Thus, from the viewpoint of social capital, perceived health is susceptible
to personal relationships in females and to distrust in males. Among other factors, anxiety
was found to be a key factor affecting perceived health. In addition, females were influ-
enced by economic status and superstitions, whereas males were more concerned about
religion or the mind in relation to health. The authors of that study suggested that these
findings be used in developing public health policies in Japan. '

In this paper, I consider certain aspects of “trust” reflected in responses to our na-
tionwide surveys. I pay attention also to the survey data on variability of people’s trust
systems in order to explore which aspects of people’s sense of trust are stable over many
decades and which vary with changes in economic and political conditions. As mentioned
previously, some researchers say that “tyust” is not directly measurable. But I believe
that people’s responses in questionnaire surveys can reveal certain aspects of their sense
of trust if time series patterns or cross-national patterns of those responses are adequately
analyzed and general response tendencies of nations and personality types are adequately
considered. (I never mean to imply that any scale on the sense of trust always works in
the same way cross-nationally and longitudinally.) This study is based on the methodol-
ogy called “CULMAN (cultural manifold analysis)” as explained in Yoshino (2005) and
Yoshino, Nikaido and Fujita (in this issue).

In Section 2, I discuss general response tendencies as part of the national character.
Section 3 summarizes some aspects of people’s sense of trust identified in our longitudinal
survey of Japanese national character. In Section 4, I present a cross-national compara-
tive analysis of trust and some social values as determined through our past surveys. In
Section 5, I consider the acculturation of Japanese immigrants in Brazil, Hawaii, and the
U.S. West Coast. Finally, Section 6 includes comments on future research in these areas.

2. General Response Tendencies

As mentioned in the introductory paper of Yoshino, Fujita and Nikaido (this issue),
there are problems in cross-national comparability with regard to differences in statistical
sampling methods or language translation. For problems of statistical sampling and lan-
guages, the application of multidimensional scaling was suggested to secure cross-national
comparability.

In this section, I address another problem in cross-national comparability, i.e., general
response tendencies as evidenced from our longitudinal and cross-national survey research
on national character.

Our past studies have already clarified some national differences in general response
tendencies in our questionnaire surveys. For example, the French tend to give negative
answers (Yoshino, 2001c), which may be closely related to their critical attitudes as an
aspect of a mature democracy (Dogan, 2000). The Brazilians showed optimistic attitudes
comparable to affluent Europeans even during the financial difficulties in the 1980s, as
evidenced from surveys on their happiness and life satisfaction (Inkeles, 1997). On the
other hand, the Japanese avoid polar categories and tend to choose middle response cate-
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gories (designated as middle-response category tendency [MRC tendency] throughout this
paper). For example, they did not show a high degree of life satisfaction even in the 1980s
when the economy in Japan was close to the top worldwide. This was a surprise to the
world (at least to the West), but it can be explained by their MRC tendency. Thus we
need to keep in mind that response data from our questionnaire surveys are confounded
by actual conditions and general response tendencies.

In this section, I compare degrees of the MRC tendency in data from our past surveys.
This includes not only comparisons between countries, but comparisons between races in
the same countries and comparisons between generations of Japanese immigrants. Al-
though there may be several ways to measure the MRC tendency, I tentatively use the
sum of percentages of polar responses to the following question (Q.18 in the APVS) that
asks respondents to rate the degree of importance of seven domains of daily life using a
7-point scale.

Q.18 [SHOW CARD 12

Using a scale of 1 to 7, where ‘7’ is “very important,” and ‘1’ is “not important at all,”
can you tell me how important each of the following is to you?

Not Important Very
at all Important
a. Your immediate family members such 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
as spouse and children, if you have any
b. Career and job 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
c. Free time and relaxation 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
d. Friends and people you know 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
e. Parents, brothers, sisters, and other 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
relatives
f. Religion 1 3 5 6 7
g. Politics 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

By definition, the sum of the polar responses “1” and “7” to all of the seven domains
(a, b, ¢, --+, g) is called the rate of polar responses (abbreviated as RPR hereafter). 1
have analyzed the data with several possible statistical measures concerning the RPR or
rate of middle category response. I decided to tentatively use this measure of RPR for
the sake of simplicity, although the RPR may not be used to completely reveal the polar
response tendency, which is separated from the actual intention to choose very positive or
very negative categories.

Tables la, 1b and 1lc show the RPR of all of our past surveys that included the
same item as Q.18. These were the Seven Country Survey (1987-1993) (Japan A &
B, USA, Italy, France, West Germany [before unification], the Netherlands, and the UK),
the EAVS (2002-2005), the APVS (2004-2008), and the Japanese Immigrant Surveys in
Hawaii (Honolulu residents) in 1988 and 1999, in Bragzil in 1992, and on the U.S. West
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Coast (King County in the state of Washington & Santa Clara in California) in 1999 (See
Table 1, Yoshino, Nikaido & Fujita).

A summary of Tables 1 a-c is as follows.

1) The pattern of RPR in the Japan A and Japan B surveys in 1988 were the same
(Table 1a), which may suggest the stability of RPR as a measure. The RPR pattern shown
in the 2002 Japan survey as part of the EAVS was similar to those of Japan A and Japan
B surveys. However, in the APVS (2004), the RPR value was lower by approximately 50.
We must reconfirm whether the RPR is inevitably influenced to some extent by changes
in opinion over time and whether the context of the questionnaire has an effect.

2) All throughout our past surveys, the Japanese Brazilians had the highest RPR,
whereas the West Germans in 1988 (before unification of East and West Germany) had
the lowest. (The questionnaire for Japanese Brazilians was in Brazilian Portuguese.) The
South Koreans had the second highest value in 2003, but the value was more than 100
points lower in 2006. The reasons for this decrease are unclear, but it would be worthwhile
to investigate whether this difference represents actual changes in people’s opinions or if
variability is intrinsic to the RPR.

3) As for the Japanese immigrants in Hawaii, Brazil, and the U.S. West Coast, RPR
values were lowest in the younger generation. This is not consistent with the observa-
tion of Hayashi et al. (1996, p.389) that Japanese Americans in Hawaii and Brazil had
attitudes leading to avoidance of polar responses and preferences for responses in middle
categories. And, it is not consistent with the analysis of Kuroda & Suzuki (1991a, 1991b),
which attributes response tendencies mainly to culture or language rather than to other
types of social conditions.

The respondents of Japanese Brazilian survey were classified into 4 groups, according
to their degrees of Japaneseness (Yamamoto & Hayashi [ed.], 1993, p.86). The RPR was
not proportional to the degree of Japaneseness. '

In the past decade I have developed a research collaboration with F.S. Miyamoto, T.
Kashima and S. Fugita (see Fugita, Kashima & Miyamoto, 2002; Fugita & Fernandez,
2004; Kashima, 2002; Miyamoto, 1984), preeminent researchers on second generation
Japanese Americans. As a result, I have become more sensitive to the fact that the early
generation of Japanese immigrants had very difficult experiences with racial discrimina-
tion, among others, during World War II, so that they had to develop an attitude that
allowed them to speak out to protect their rights and gain political power. If that is the
case, the RPR should tend to be larger in a multiethnic country or social group, which
may be confirmed by our data on the US, Singapore and India, as well as for Japanese
immigrants (Table la, b & c¢). Further, I have reconfirmed that even the data of Hayashi
et al. (1996, p.389) showed that Japanese immigrants in Hawaii had considerably less
MRC tendency. Culture and language may be closely linked, as Kuroda and Suzuki ex-
plained (1991a, 1991b); however, it seems to me that the effect of the social situation
in a multiethnic society has a much stronger influence even when the same public lan-
guage such as English must be used because people’s communication abilities are more
restricted in a multiethnic society. Therefore, people need to speak out in order to avoid
miscommunication.
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4) Even in English speaking countries, there are differences among various ethnic
groups, as it was shown that RPR is higher in countries where English is one of the
public languages, such as in Singapore and India. This also supports my analyses on
RPR.

5) In Taiwan, there was little difference in RPR between the native Taiwanese and the
Chinese mainlanders (the Chinese crossed over to Taiwan during the political confusion
after WWII). The minor difference in RPR may suggest that there is less political tension
over domestic policies between these two groups than in the past. This may also suggest
that it is important to consider the current condition between Taiwan and Mainland China
and the possible future of their relationship with regard to the economy and politics®.

6) In Singapore, there are three large ethnic groups: Chinese (majority), Malay and In-
dians (minority groups). The Chinese had the lowest RPR whereas RPR values for Malay
and Indians were much higher both in 2004 and 2007. (The values for RPR of Indians
changed from 435 to 382, but the general pattern of RPR was consistent among the three
ethnic groups as well as with the other minorities.) This observation also confirms that
the RPR of minorities tends to be larger in a multiethnic society.

7) As for gender differences, RPR were higher in women than in men in general. Here
I do not present the details, but this difference may be closely related to the issue of
self-disclosure as shown in responses for self-reported medical symptoms (see Yamaoka in
this issue, or Yoshino, Hayashi & Yamaoka, 2009 [in press]).

Considering group differences in previously mentioned point 3), we may hypothesize
that a disadvantaged group such as a minority group in a multiethnic society tends to
have higher RPR (with the possible exception of gender differences), probably because of
the need to speak out in order to obtain power and to protect its rights. I will not go into
detail on this issue here, but some relevant data will be presented in Section 5.

In addition to general response tendency, many other factors may be involved in the
data. Therefore, there may be several other possible interpretations. However, it is certain
that responses in our surveys always involve some general response tendencies, particular
to some nations or races. Furthermore, such a general response tendency also characterizes
people not only at a national level but at an individual level, as suggested by Yoshino’s
(2008b) study on the formation of and changes in public opinions. This suggests that each
nation consists of different groups of personalities and that differences in distribution of
personalities represent some aspects of differences in national character of countries. But
it does not suggest that the character of individuals is totally different between countries.
Thus, it is necessary to pay attention to whether we deal with individuals or with a total
nation or group in our analysis.

1) The distinction between the two groups is on self-report, and the sample of valid returned question-
naires in our survey was biased to fewer mainlanders than would be expected by census data. There
are at least two possibilities: our sample might have been truly biased; or the mainlanders might have
hidden their identities for certain political reasons. Therefore, this analysis is tentative.
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3. Interpersonal Trust and Some Social Values

The Institute of Statistical Mathematics (ISM) has been conducting a longitudinal
nationwide social survey of the Japanese national character every five years since 1953,
using mostly the same questionnaire items (Mizuno et al., 1992). The survey is called
“Nihonjin no Kokuminsei Chosa (Japanese National Character Survey)”. The definition
of “national character” may be very problematic in a political or sociological sense. How-
ever, here it simply means characteristics of people’s response patterns to the survey’s
questions (Hayashi, et al., 1998). This is similar to the idea of Inkeles (1997) that each
nation or social group is characterized by statistical modes of response distributions in
surveys, although our approach was developed independent of his work. The question
items cover various aspects of people’s opinions about their culture and daily life.

Since 1971, the survey conducted by ISM has been expanded to a cross-national com-
parative study for a more advanced understanding of the Japanese national character
(Hayashi, 1973). (See Table 1 of Yoshino, Fugita & Nikaido in this issue for a partial
list of our past surveys.) The main focus of our cross-national surveys is the statistical
comparison of peoples’ social values and ways of thinking and feeling (Hayashi, 2001a,
2001b; Hayashi et al., 1998; Yoshino, 1994, 2001c).

Our longitudinal survey of Japanese national character shows some stable aspects of
attitudes and social values of the Japanese (Hayashi & Kuroda, 1997; Yoshino, 1994). The
stability of interpersonal attitudes and religious attitudes may distinguish the Japanese
from other people. For example, the Japanese have higher scores on the “Giri-Ninjyo
scale” than in other countries. Although only one third of Japanese have religious faith,
more than 60% of Japanese supported the opinion that religious attitudes (heart/mind)
are important, as shown by Hayashi (in this issue) and Yamaoka (2000).

In the following, I briefly explain certain fundamental dimensions of the Japanese social
values, and some results of the analysis of the sense of trust among Japanese along several
dimensions.

3.1 Fundamental Dimensions of the Japanese Social Values

Hayashi (1993) has identified two important dimensions that underlie the Japanese
national character: 1) the dimension of interpersonal relationships (“Giri-Ninjyo” atti-
tude, or a sort of conflict between obligation and warm-heartedness that is particular
to Japanese interpersonal relationships) and 2) the dimension of contrast between the
modern and traditional in their way of thinking.

On one hand, Japanese interpersonal attitudes have been stable, at least over the last
half century, and probably much longer. (Probably the basic aspects of interpersonal
attitudes may be stable over the years. However, certain aspects sensitive to changes in
economic or political conditions may vary in the short term in most countries.)

On the other hand, Japan has been striving since the Meiji Restoration in 1868 to over-
take western science and technology and develop it into a Japanese adaptation. Probably
this enduring effort underlies the dimension of the Japanese traditional vis-a-vis a modern
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orientation in the Japanese way of thinking.

However, the Japanese way of thinking has been gradually changing. Our survey of
1978 identified a generation gap between people of 20-24 years old and those older than
25 years?). Since signs of generational changes appeared as early as 1978, the Japanese
way of thinking had become more complicated than ever. Furthermore, the Japanese are
presently in a transitional period from the established social system to a system of a highly
advanced information age. This has brought confusion not only in the fields of science and
technology but also in the fields of economics and politics. In this period of confusion, the
majority of Japanese people have come to distrust traditional systems such as banking
and bureaucracy as well as congressional representatives, police, ete. (Yoshino, 2002), in
spite of the stereotype of Japan being a highly trustful nation (Fukuyama, 1995).

In people’s attitudes, values, or ways of thinking, there are some aspects that may
change according to economic and political changes as well as some relatively stable as-
pects. In the following, I go over several aspects relating to people’s sense of trust as
revealed in the longitudinal survey.

3.2 Sense of Interpersonal Trust of the Japanese

Psychological studies of measures of interpersonal trust have been developed in the
past decades (Rosenberg, 1956; Rotter, 1971). Many of these studies may have some
methodological limitations because they are based on too small samples or not on ran-
dom samples. The significance of such studies, however, may have been justified by the
statement of Rotter (1971) in the time of the Cold War. He noted: “It seems clear that
disarmament will not proceed without an increase in trust on one or both sides of the iron
curtain” (Rotter, 1971, p.443). The iron curtain was torn down two decades before the
present time, but new local conflicts have been occurring incessantly all over the world.
This necessitates the continued study of interpersonal and international trust. And the
study of production of trust necessitates the measuremerit of trust.

Zucker (1986) questioned the direct measurement of trust. Fukuyama (1995) was prob-
ably influenced by Zucker’s idea. Therefore he used several objective measures related
to distrust such as the crime rate, divorce rate, or unemployment rate for the study of
cross-national comparison of trust levels. Although it is questionable whether trust can
be directly measured, it is certain that people’s responses to survey questions may provide
us with some information on their sense of trust, provided that items are appropriately
chosen and response data are adequately analyzed.

Three items have been used to measure people’s sense of trust by the Institute for
Yocial Research at the University of Michigan in their survey on “Americans’ Quality of
Life” (NORC-ROPER, 1986), the now-called “General Social Survey (GSS).” Although
the GSS started as a sort of American version of the Japanese National Character Survey,

2) Note that the younger generation was born more than 10 years after the end of World War IL. In
1956, the Economic White paper declared, “Japan is no longer in the post-war condition,” and this
symbolized the start of the high-speed development of industry and economy. On the other hand,
Japan had to face pollution problems as a result of the high-speed industrialization around 1970.

231




292

TRUST ON A CULTURAL MANIFOLD 125

beginning in 1978, we adopted the three items. They are stated as follows (See the ISM
Research Report No.83, 1999, for the Japanese questionnaire.)?’)

#2.12a) Would you say that most of the time, people try to be helpful, or that
they are mostly just looking out for themselves?

1. Try to be helpful, 2. Look out for themselves,

3. Other (PLEASE SPECIFY), 4. Don’t know.

#2.12b) Do you think that most people would try to take advantage of you if
they got the chance, or would they try to be fair?

1. Take advantage, 2. Try to be fair,

3. Other (PLEASE SPECIFY), 4. Don’t know.

#2.12¢) Generally speaking, would you say that most people can be trusted or
that you can’t be too careful in dealing with people?

1. Can be trusted, 2. Can’t be too careful,

3. Other (PLEASE SPECIFY), 4. Don’t know.

Here I should discuss the dimensionality and wording of these items.

First, originally Almond & Verba (1963) used factor analysis to select several items
among hundreds of items on trust in a survey of students, and the three items above
survived to be included in the GSS or other related surveys. Thus, the three items were
supposed to measure different dimensions of trust: #2.12a was related to a sort of trust
of neighbors (or norm of reciprocity), #2.12c was related to generalized trust, and #2.12b
may have addressed something in between these two items. Our data, however, have
repeatedly demonstrated that #2.12b and #2.12c are highly correlated for the Japanese
whereas #2.12a and #2.12b are highly correlated for Americans. Thus, two of the three
items may have captured independent aspects but not necessarily all three. Therefore,
I sometimes use the independent items #2.12a and #2.12c when we have to reduce the
number of items in a questionnaire. (The independence of dimensionality of these two
items always held in all of our past surveys, except in the 2008 India survey where #2.12a
and #2.12c were correlated.)

Secondly, as for #2.12c, some people may doubt that the second response category
“can’t be too careful” means distrust, because this category is chosen more frequently
than the first category “can be trusted” in many countries (Yoshino, 1995). NORC-
ROPER (1986) reported comparative survey data with respect to the effect of the second
category. In the survey two cases were compared: in Case 1 the same wording as #2.12c
was used and in Case 2 the phrase “can’t be trusted” was used. The second category
was less frequently chosen in Case 2 than in Case 1; that is, more people answered “can

3) All through this paper, figures, such as #2.12, correspond to the common item code of
the questionnaire of our surveys. Except in some cases, I leave the exact wording of items
and the precise data on response rates to the ISM Research Report No.85 [Sakamoto et
al., 2000]. As for our past surveys, our home pages are: http://www.ism.ac.jp/ yoshino/ and
http://www.ism.ac.jp/ism-info_j/kokuminsei.html
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be trusted.” The same pattern of response change was found in surveys in Japan (See
Sakamoto, et al., 2000, and Oosaka-syogyou University & Tokyo University, 1999). In
summary, the wording of #2.12c uses a sort of advanced technique to induce people’s
true opinion (“honnne” in Japanese) rather than a disguised opinion biased to a social
desirable answer (“tatemae” in Japanese).

1978 1983 1988 1993 1998 2003 2008

Figure 1: Interpersonal trust scale among Japanese based on three GSS items

The response distributions of the Japanese to the three items over the past three
decades are shown in the home pages of our Japanese National Character Survey
(http:/ /WWW.ism.ac.jp/kokuminsei/data/html/index/index.htm). Fig. 1 shows the per-
centage of those who chose optimistic categories for all three items (“1” of #2.12a, “2” of
#2.12b, & “1” of #9.12c). In this paper, I use the percentage of positive respondents, that
is, the percentage of those who selected positive responses to all three items, as the trust
scale. However, there may be other definitions of the trust scale based on distribution of
responses to these three items.

Based on this scale, the Japanese people’s sense of trust has been fairly stable during
the last three decades. Fig. 2 of Yoshino [2005b, p.151] shows greater changes in trust in
Americans than in Japanese during the past three decades. Closer analysis shows that
younger generations generally have more positive attitudes on interpersonal trust (#2.12c)
than older generations. In the 1998 survey, those 60—64 years old showed a remarkably low
degree of trust, although when younger they had not shown such a low degree of sense of
trust. They were children during WWII and experienced a drastic social change from the
military regime to the postwar democracy. In addition, they had a hard time surviving in
the time of famine during and immediately after the war. Furthermore, it is their genera-
tion who reconstructed the ruins of Japan into a highly advanced industrialized country.
In 1998, most of people of this generation were retired from the lifelong employment sys-
tem in Japan. Under the economic depression of the 1990s, the “lost decade,” they could
not get as high a pension as they had expected and many of those people had a hard
time finding new jobs. The above-mentioned data may reflect their distrust towards the
social systems that did not compensate them sufficiently for their lifelong hard work. It
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is remarkable that people of this generation form a cohort in the sense that their opinions
and values are different from the other generations in many cases. (See Mizuno, et al.,
1992)

In analyzing the most recent survey taken in 2008, I found the following. As for the
education level, there was no significant difference in responses to #2.12b. However,
graduates of only primary school indicated a higher rate of trust in #2.12a, and a counter
correlation was shown in #2.12c, i.e., the higher the education level, the lower the level
of trust. As for gender differences, the rate of positive responses to #2.12b was higher
in women than in men but there was no difference in responses to #2.12a and ¢ in com-
parison with men. In the cross-tabulation of gender and age, more young women aged
25-29 years and senior women aged 70-79 years tended to choose “can’t be too careful”
in #2.12c than the other age groups. In addition, those aged 40-49 years had a slightly
higher rate of negative answers to #2.12b than the other age groups. In the economic
depression, senior women have occasionally become targets of crimes, so this may make
them more sensitive in their attitudes regarding interpersonal relationships.

The Japanese sense of trust has been more stable with respect to economic changes
than that of Americans. However, the economic structural reformation of the last decade
seemed to have damaged the Japanese sense of trust to some extent. In the early 1990s,
the educational system was changed significantly from a system that imposes hard work
on students to a system that gives students more free time, called “yutori-kyoiku (relaxed
education),” in spite of the fact that other countries were trying to imitate the hard-work
education in order to catch up to the high economic level of Japan. The new system
was expected to produce creative youth with diverse attitudes and social values, but it
simply produced many individualistic persons lacking basic skills in various fields. In the
early 1990s, economic conditions were still fairly good. Then, these young people enjoyed
moving easily from one workplace to another, not within the system of traditional life-long
employment, trying to find the best place for him/her, as if looking for a “blue bird.” On
the other hand, the system of employment has changed from life-long employment to the
system where workers can easily be fired including those in public sector jobs. This has
produced distrust between employers and employees: workers are afraid of losing their
jobs, whereas employers are afraid of losing workers soon after they invest highly in their
training. |

Meanwhile the government has lost people’s trust in the welfare system of national
pension after retirement: Senior people have to rely on younger persons for future finan-
cial support. However, the population of younger generations has been decreasing, and
they are less motivated to pay pension costs, considering the balance between their total
payment and their return in the future. These situations necessarily lead to loss of trust
between young and senior people.

Thus the difference in trust found in Japanese and USA samples may largely come
from the difference between the employment systems: workers’ salary may be reduced
but workers may not be fired so easily in the life-long employment system of Japan. This
reminds us of the Chinese proverb of Mengzi: “No stable mind without a stable job.”
All of those social reforms have been done under the guise of globalization. Without
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consideration of the culture of each country, it simply leads to confusion.

Inaba (2002, p.72, Fig.1-12) showed the relationship between the crime rate and the
sense of interpersonal trust (#2.12c) during 1983-2003. It was suggested that there was a
certain causal relationship between the economy and trust in Japan: the economic change
from prosperity to recession gradually led to an increase in crime and eventually to an
increase in people’s sense of distrust with a time lag of some five years.

Yoshino (2002) discussed several other aspects of trust such as trust in politics, science
and technology as well as the work ethic of the Japanese. He concluded that some as-
pects of trust might be variable according to economic and political conditions whereas
other aspects may be more stable over time. Generally, the Japanese show stability in
interpersonal trust, whereas their attitudes toward work and the work ethic seem to have
been influenced by economic and political conditions, although the Japanese used to have
the stereotype of diligent worker (called the “economic animal”). As for the interpersonal
trust measured by the three items on the GSS, the sense of trust of Americans was more
variable than that of the Japanese, probably because of economic and political changes
(Yoshino, 2005b, Fig.2).

This may remind us of Banfield’s (1958) statement that distrust is a culture particular to
the poor. This can be contrasted with Fukuyama’s (1995) observation that certain people
such as Japanese and Americans are more trustful than other peoplé such as Chinese and
Italians because the latter have had a long history of very strong political centralization
and did not develop a trustful community beyond their families.

4. Cross-National Comparison of Interpersonal Trust & Institutional
Trust

In this section, I present an overview of people’s sense of trust as shown in our past
cross-national surveys. These surveys included the three items on interpersonal trust from
the GSS and the items on institutional trust from the World Values Survey (WVS) by
Inglehart et al. (Dentsu-Soken & Yokakaihatsu Center [Ed.], 1999).

4.1 Comparative Survey of Seven Countries (1988-1993)
4.1.1 Sense of Interpersonal Trust

Table 2 shows the response distributions of the GSS trust scale for all countries (areas)
that we have surveyed in the past three or four decades.

Miyake presented an analysis of this topic (Hayashi et al. [1998, ch.7 of Part 1)) as a
member of our seven country survey. This survey included Japan, USA, Britain, West Ger-
many, and France during 1987-1988 and Italy and the Netherlands during 1992-1993. He
concluded that the trust scale has low correlations with gender and religion, but stronger
correlations with family income, academic background, and social class (higher scores for
these attributes were associated with higher scores on the trust scale).

On this scale, West Germany, Britain, and USA were higher than Japan and the Nether-
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lands, but the difference was small. The French and Italians were clearly lower than those
in other nations. In addition, Miyake found that those who have religious faith gave
more positive responses to item #2.12a “most of time, people are trying to be helpful for
others,” irrespective of their religious affiliation.

Interestingly, Miyake found a gender difference in responses to item #2.12b “most peo-
ple would try to take advantage of you if they got the chance.” Specifically, women gave
more optimistic answers than men, i.e., “they would try to be fair.” As for item #2.12c
“most people can be trusted,” there was a clear difference between the social classes in
all seven countries: the higher the social class, the more trustful. The difference between
classes was remarkably large in France and the USA. Miyake observed also that a higher
level of education was associated with greater trust, and he suspected that the association
was due to the correlation between education and social class. (Although there was a
relatively strong correlation between education and social class or between education and
income in the USA, this is not necessarily the case for all other countries.)

O © o & v p P * > P %5 o > A G O
$\§ 3\\@0(;@ S &‘v Qv@b\w & S & §‘bq§‘° é)e?’& P &é‘&é‘&'é@ Q’,\\Xogb &
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\,9 %‘({” & a}\ O o SIESINES
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Figure 2: Cross-National Comparisons from All of the Our Past Surveys: Rates of Positive
Responses to two GSS Items (#2.12a & #2.12c)

Fig. 2 shows the percentage in each country of those who gave positive answers to both
#9.12a and #2.12c in the three items of trust. (I used those two items because #2.12b
was missing in some of our past surveys. But I have confirmed that the general pattern
on that figure was almost the same as on the figure that was made using all three items
for the countries or areas where all three items were asked, except India.)

Temporal stability may be confirmed by comparisons of two or three surveys in the
same countries (areas). That is, a comparison of the surveys in Japan in 1988, 2002 and
2004 or those in Beijing and Shanghai in 2002 and 2005.

The percentages of positive responses in the USA and Britain were high, whereas those
in Italy and France were low. In a sense, this result may be consistent with Fukuyama’s
claim about trust and national character. However, the reality seems more complicated
because the percentages of positive responses in surveys from Mainland China (Beijing &
Shanghai) were higher than might have been expected. As for the data for China, there
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may be several possible explanations. First, at face value the data indicate that the Chi-
nese might have a higher sense of interpersonal trust. Secondly, the Chinese might have
tried to show a higher sense of interpersonal trust because they are now sensitive to their
international reputation such as that observed by Fukuyama. Thirdly, the questionnaire
items are constructed as a trust scale for Americans, so the items used may be unsuitable
for the measurement of trust in other nations. Fourthly, we must be careful about the

semantics of the trust scale. For example, Dogan (2000, p.258) states “ .- Erosion of
confidence is first of all a sign of political maturity. It is not so much that democracy has
deteriorated, but rather the critical spirit of most citizens has improved. - - -” This suggests

that we must always be sensitive to the distinction between the face value of a scale and
its semantics. In this context, trust and distrust may not be opposite in a uni-dimensional
scale but, rather, they may be closely related in one’s mind.

On the other hand, the translation of these items may be a problem in cross-national
comparisons, particularly #2.12c. The Japanese wording of the response category “2.
Can’t be too careful” may be associated with a moral value such as self-discipline. This
may explain the lower than expected percentage of Japanese who chose “2”. (See Section
3.2)

4.1.2 Institutional Trust: trust of social institutions and systems

The questionnaire for the APVS 2004-2008 included the same item on organizational
trust as used in the World Values Survey [WVS], with an additional item of trust in science
and technology. The items are as follows.

Q.50 How much confidence do you have in the following? Are you very confident,
somewhat confident, not confident or not confident at all? [SHOW CARD 31|

Not
Very Somewhat Not Confident

Confident | Confident | Confident At All

a. Religious organizations 1 2 3 4
b. The law and the legal system 1 2 3 4
¢. The press and television 1 2 3 4
d. The police 1 2 3 4
e. National governmental bureaucracy 1 2 3 4
f. National Assembly (Congress) 1 2 3 4
g. NPO/NGO (Non-Profit and | 2 8 4

Non-Governmental Organization)

—
[\
B

h. Social welfare facilities
i. The United Nations 1 2 3
j- Science and technology 1 2 3 4

S

Table 3 shows the sum of percentages of positive responses, that is, “1. Very confident”
and “2. Somewhat confident,” for each of the above items. Yoshino’s (2005) analysis of
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the same items in the EAVS was consistent with the present analysis for countries (areas)
studied in both surveys. .

In his cross-national analysis of institutional trust, Yoshino (2005) transformed those
response data into standardized scores country by country to minimize the effects of gen-
eral response tendencies particular to individual countries. Here I use a much easier way
to reduce general response tendencies in countries. First, I re-categorize the original re-
sponse categories to sum up the percentage of responses to positive categories (“1” & “27).
Secondly, I compare the percentages of positive responses item by item in each country.
This yields a rank order of items in each country. Thirdly, I compare the rank orders of
all countries (areas) involved. This procedure results in loss of some information from the
original data, but provides more cross-national comparability. This is a trade-off that we
have to make in order to secure cross-national comparability beyond a simple comparison
of face values of the original data.

Table 3 includes data from both the APVS (2004-2008) and EAVS (2002-2005). I
found consistent patterns in the countries (areas) participating in both surveys. For ex-
ample, the item-by-item differences in percentages between the Japanese surveys in 2002
(EAVS) and 2004 (APVS) were within the margin of sampling error. The maximum dif-
ference was for NPO/NGO, i.e., 10%. Roughly the stability of data was confirmed. (I
am not sure that in reality the decrease of 10% during the two years is significant at this
point in the research. But it may be a result of the fact that activities of NPO/NGO
have been increasing whereas some people disguised their groups as NPO/NGO to man-
age illegal businesses, which was one of the reasons that the Japanese laws on registered
organizations are under substantial revisions.)

Except for India, Hong Kong, Taiwan, USA and Singapore, in all of the countries (ar-
eas) there was a low degree of confidence in religious organizations. Even in these five
countries (areas), the relative degrees of confidence were not very high when compared
with all of the other items for each country, except for India. Japan and Mainland China
indicated remarkably negative attitudes towards religious organizations (The percent of
positive responses among Japanese was lower than among Chinese.). Of the 10 items
on Q.50, the percent of positive responses was lowest for religious organization among
Chinese. It is known that most Japanese respect religions or the “religious heart/mind”
even when they do not have a religious faith (see Hayashi in this issue), but they may be
cautious about “religious organizations” because some religious groups such as the Ahm
Shinri-Kyo (Aum religious cult) have caused serious problems. In China, the government
has been very sensitive toward religious groups because in the long history of China occa-
sionally religious groups have overthrown governments. In some countries, some religious
groups might be considered closely linked to terrorism.

The percentages of responses that show confidence in authority such as the “police,”
“government” and “congress” may represent various patterns of attitudes, probably those
concerning democracy. In this sense, a negative attitude does not necessarily mean nega-
tion of such authority and it may express a mature democracy as Dogan (2002) suggested.
However, the percentage of negative responses may not be proportional to the degree of
political maturity.
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~ Singapore respondents indicated very high confidence in most of the items, but lower
confidence in the UN. This response pattern might be related to a negative attitude to-
wards global politics mainly led by Western nations.

As for the item on trust in science and technology, all the countries (areas) showed
high confidence. Hayashi (1993) and Zheng & Yoshino (2001) have already presented
cross-national analyses of data on science and technology from our seven-country sur-
vey. Hayashi concluded that the Japanese generally had positive attitudes toward science.
However, they were negative regarding scientific approaches towards the understanding
of the human heart and mind (“kokoro” in J apanese), solving social and economic prob-
lems, and the possibility of living in space stations in the near future (at the time of the
survey in the 1980s). The response pattern of West Germans in 1987 was similar to that
of Japanese in the sense that they were also more negative about science and technol-
ogy than those in other Western countries. However, they were not as negative toward
the contributions of science and technology to social problems as well as psychological
problems of individuals as were the Japanese. These responses might remind us that the
theories of Hegel and Marx and the scientific psychological theories of Freud originated in
Germany and Austria.

As for data from the APVS, all of the countries (areas) were highly positive toward
science and technology, with rates of positivity for that item highest among all items.
In particular, the rates for Mainland China were remarkably close to 100% in both the
APVS and EAVS. There may be several possible explanations for this. On one hand, the
high rates may represent the fact that in the past decade China has been emphasizing the
scientific reformation of governmental sections, military systems, and social systems as a
priority in their social planning. On the other hand, until recently they have not paid
much attention to the negative impact of science and technology that advanced industrial
countries have experienced in the past. This is probably because they placed priority on
economic development in the past two decades or so. This may explain the overly posi-
tive attitudes. After the Beijing Olympics in 2008 or even slightly before it, the Chinese
government started paying some attention to the negative side of rapid economic and in-
dustrial development and began planning to improve environmental conditions, including
air and water pollution, as well as giving attention to political issues such as the social
gaps between urban and rural areas.

As a final comment in this section, it should be noted that Sasaki and Suzuki (2000,
Ch.11) concluded in their study on trust in science and technology that “a single scale is
not adequate to measure people’s sense of trust in science and technology because peo-
ple’s attitudes differ from one issue to another within the fields of science and technology.”
Probably this is applicable to our study on people’s sense of trust in general.

4.1.8 Basic Social Values

In this section, I show some data concerning people’s basic social values: attitudes
towards Confucian teachings, evaluations of degree of importance of various areas of daily
life, and choices of Oriental versus Western values.

First, Table 4 shows the response distributions with regard to Confucian teachings of
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the APVS. The question asked is as follows.

Q.9. “How do you feel about each of the following traditional values?” (The response
categories are “strongly agree,” “agree to some extent,” “disagree to some extent,”
and “disagree strongly.”)

We should respect our ancestors.

The eldest son should look after his aging parents.

A wife should obey (follow) her husband.

Not to marry someone whom your parents object to.

We should obey (follow) older people.

Tt is important to have a son to keep the family line going.

Men should work outside the home and woman should tend to housekeeping.

@ s ® &0 TP

The results were consistent for the countries (areas) surveyed in both APVS and EAVS
(Yoshino, 2005b). One may notice that the percentages of positive choices in the USA
are larger than those of the Asian countries for some items. It could not be that Amer-
icans are more influenced by Confucian teachings than people in Asian countries, so we
may confirm that the Asian countries have already departed from the literal teachings of
Confucian philosophy, as mentioned in Yoshino (2005b)4).

More detailed analyses, however, show that there are national differences between, for
example, China, Korea and Japan, as well as gender and age differences (see Zheng, 2009,
for the analysis of the EAVS.). The Confucian philosophy originated in China around the
fifth or sixth century B.C., but it has had a greater influence in Korea than in China since
the end of 14th century A.D. It had a limited influence on the dominant class in Japan
only in the Edo era (“samurai era” of 17-19 centuries). These historical differences may
have led to national differences in response distributions of those items. On the other
hand, under the present conditions people cannot follow the Confucian teaching literally.
For example, one of the most significant issues is that the number of children is decreasing
in almost all countries in East Asia. This will be a serious problem in the near future
for the maintenance of social systems concerning health care and financial support. This
naturally makes it difficult for elderly parents to be completely taken care of by their
children, not to mention “by the eldest son.”

In addition, it may be worthwhile to note that the unexpected combination of Confu-
cian teachings and advanced medical technology has caused an ethics crisis in South Korea
and Taiwan. As seen in the sentences of “b” and “f” of Q.9, there has been strong social
pressure on women to bear a son under Confucian teaching, so wives had a hard time
when they did not bear a son. In some cases, they adopted a boy from their relatives.
Modern medicine has made it possible to bear a child by a “surrogate mother.” As a
result, in several cases rich Korean parents did not honor their responsibility to take care

4) A mistranslation was introduced by the survey company in the USA: “obey” should have been used
in “c” and “e” where “follow” was used. But this mistake itself may show a lack of understanding
concerning Confucian teachings in the USA. The mistranslation was left in the USA 2006 survey and
Singapore 2007, but was corrected in the surveys of Australia 2007 and India 2008.
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of the baby when they found that surrogate mothers (occasionally poor Chinese women)
were to give birth to female babies. Another problem may be an unbalanced ratio of males
and females in South Korea. This may be another piece of evidence against the “utility”
of modern medicine without new ethics that are suitable to the time of modern science.

(Incidentally, adoption of children is different between Japan, China and Korea: the
Japanese may adopt a child even if there is no blood relationship between the child and
the parents, whereas the Chinese and Koreans adopt a child from among their relatives
whenever possible.)

Next I show the response distributions of importance of various areas in daily life, which
was used in the study of RPR in Section 2. Table 5 shows for each item and each country
(area) the sum of percentages of positive categories 5, 6, and 7.

In all the countries (areas) we have surveyed, the degree of importance of “immediate
family” was the highest among various aspects of daily life. The degree of importance of
“relatives” was the second highest, but it may show variations compared to those of “im-
mediate family”: the percentages of positive categories for relatives were closer to those
of “immediate family” for Asian people as well as Japanese immigrants than for Western
people (except Italians). These findings may be closely linked to national character. Thus
we confirmed that all people think that the family and relatives are important among
other aspects of daily life, disregarding differences between the East and the West.

As to the third highest choice, the percentages selecting “career,” “friends” and “free
time” varied among countries. This seems related to economic conditions more than
national character, so the percentages may vary more over time.

The seven country survey, EAVS, and APVS included the following item which asks
respondents to choose two response categories from the four presented: two Oriental prin-
ciples and two Western principles.

Q.33 [SHOW CARD 22] If you were asked to choose the two most important items listed
on the card, which two would you choose? (Select two)

Selected Not Selected

a. Filial piety/ Love and respect for parents 1 2
b. Repaying people who have helped you in the past 1 2
c. Respect for the rights of the individual 1 2
d. Respect for the freedom of the individual 1 2

Six possible pairs can be selected among the four items. Table 6 shows the percentages
of the selection of each of the possible pairs in the seven country survey and APVSY),
Some countries, such as Japan and the USA, were surveyed in both the seven country
survey and the APVS. The patterns selected in Japan are fairly consistent while those of
the USA differ slightly. (The 1988 Japan survey and the 2004 Japan survey used the same
sampling methods and field work company. For the 1988 USA survey and the 2006 USA

5) The patterns for EAVS and APVS are almost the same for the countries (areas) surveyed in both
EAVS and APVS. See Yoshino [2005b] for further information.
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survey, the fieldwork companies were different; the former used random-walk sampling
and the latter used quota sampling based on age, gender and race.)

In all countries (areas) in Asia, the first choice was pair “a. Filial piety/Love and re-
spect for parents” and “b. Repaying people who have helped you in the past.” On the
other hand, even in Western countries, the choice of pair “c. the rights of individuals” and
“d. the right of freedom” was not a majority choice. Only in France and West Germany
(in 1988, i.e., before the unification) was the rate of selection of that pair higher than in
the other countries, but at most it was 30% or so.

For all countries, “a. Filial piety/ Love and respect for parents” was the first choice;
this is consistent with the previous observation from data in Table 4. That is, the degrees
of importance of immediate family and relatives were the highest and the second highest,
respectively, in all countries (areas). Throughout human history, “family and relatives”
has formed the core for survival, whereas political human rights, such as rights of indi-
viduals or the right of freedom appeared only recently, although no one would deny the
importance of human rights. Probably family and relatives are universally valued in both
East and West, whereas rights of individuals and the right of freedom originated in the
“modern west.” Thus, they may be differently viewed in the current political system of
each country. This may mean that each country has its own way to develop democracy
as well as economic prosperity; therefore, no country should impose its particular version
on other countries but respect the others’ ways.

Table 6: Rates of Selection of Two Items from a List of Four Items
A (filial piety), B (pay back to a benefactor), C (rights of individuals), & D (right of

freedom)

Hong South
APVS USA'06 Japan’04 Beijing Shanghai Kong Taiwan Korea Singapore India Australia
A&B 26 48 55 58 44 53 51 45 34 16
A&C 23 12 19 18 14 17 18 30 23 31
A&D 11 15 13 12 26 12 15 12 11 12
B&C 12 8 5 4 3 5 7 6 2 8
B&D 7 12 4 3 7 7 6 3 2 4
c&bD 22 8 5 4 7 6 4 4 1 25
7 Country
Survey USA'88 Japan’'88 ltaly France W.Germany Holland UK
A&B 20 47 24 20 9 12 32
A&C 40 14 30 14 28 30 20
A&D 13 20 26 20 19 26 13
B&C 6 5 4 8 4 3 11
B&D 3 7 3 11 3 1 8
c&b 20 8 14 27 37 28 16

5. Sense of Trust among Japanese Immigrants and Multi-Ethnic Dif-
ferences

First, I show more details of the survey data on Japanese immigrants in Hawaii ( Yoshino
[ed.], 2001Db), Brazil (Yamamoto & Hayashi [ed.], 1993), and the U.S. West Coast (Yoshino
[ed.], 2000, 2001a) to observe differences in regions or generations. Secondly, I study ethnic
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differences (the Chinese, Malay and Indians) in Singapore in interpersonal trust. Thirdly,
I compare native Taiwanese and Chinese mainlanders in Taiwan.

Some analyses of our past surveys have already clarified similarities and dissimilarities
between Japanese living in Japan and Japanese immigrants abroad. First, the Japanese
tendency to avoid polar response categories and to prefer intermediate response categories
in a questionnaire survey (Hayashi & Kuroda, 1997) is not necessarily transmitted among
Japanese immigrants in the same way (Hayashi et al., 1998, p.388). There are some
variations in this tendency due to the social context of the host country. For example,
immigrants need to make clear their intentions in order to communicate successfully in
their host countries such as the USA (mainland). Otherwise they would be unable to get
along with others as well as to protect their rights.

Secondly, we found that the Japanese style of interpersonal attitudes (Giri-Ninjyo at-
titudes) or religious attitudes was preserved in immigrant Issel and Nisei (first & second
generations) in the USA. The third generation and younger generations seem to have be-
come more adapted to the country where they were born and now live. These observations
have been explained by Hayashi (1993), Yamaoka (2000, Fig. 4 & Table 3), and Yoshino
(2000, p.197; 2001b, p.52; 2002).

Here I reexamine those observations on the sense of trust among Japanese immigrants in
Brazil, Hawaii, and the U.S. West Coast with results from our recent survey and analyses.

Generally, Brazilian Japanese showed a much lower degree of sense of trust for each of
the three items (#2.12a, #2.12b, #2.12¢) than most respondents in the seven countries
mentioned in Section 4.1.1 (see also Hayashi et al., 1993, p.435). Furthermore, an even
lower degree of trust was found in the third or younger generation than in the first and
second generationsﬁ). As a whole, the pattern of sense of trust in Brazil appeared close to
that of France (1987 survey) and Ttaly (1992 survey). As for the immigrants in Hawaii and
the West Coast, they showed higher degrees of a sense of trust than most respondents in
the seven countries, including Japan and the USA. (Unfortunately, the survey of the U.S.
West Coast Japanese immigrants did not include #2.12b.) For an understdnding of the
generations of Japanese immigrants in the USA, there is a frame of comparison, as Kitano
(1993, ch.13) showed. Namely, the first generation (Issei) were called “Japs” and were dis-
criminated against as immigrants from Japan. The second generation (Nisei) represents
Japanese Americans who have been constantly in search of their own identity between the
USA and Japan (many of them voluntarily fought in WWII as American soldiers while
their parents were placed in concentration camps by the American government). The
third generation or younger are simply Americans of Japanese descent.

Fig. 8 of Yoshino (2002) showed that there was no significant difference between the
Japanese Americans and the non-Japanese Americans among Honolulu residents with re-
gard to trust (#2.12a, b & c). (In Hawaii, no ethnic group is the majority and Japanese
Americans comprise the largest group among the minorities, except Caucasians.) Fur-
thermore, Fig. 9 of Yoshino (2002) provided details of the cross-ethnic comparison among
Hawaii residents (several races with a small sample size, e.g., less than 20, were omitted).

6) We should keep in mind that the economic condition of Brazil was bad in the year of survey.
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We should be careful in our conclusion because the samples for each are too small.

Time series data sets are available for the Hawaii Resident Survey. Fig. 10 of Yoshino
(2002) shows longitudinal changes among Japanese residents of Hawaii in terms of trust for
each generation. There was no large difference between generations in over two decades,
except for some differences between Nisei and Sansei in 1988. This may be explained by
the many mixtures of ethnicities in Hawaii. Also, there was little change in the sense of
interpersonal trust in each generation over these two decades. (It may be worthwhile not-
ing that those with higher education have been increasing [Yoshino, 2002, p.67]. In most
countries or regions that we surveyed, age and education level turned out to be negatively
correlated, with younger residents having higher education levels.)

As for Japanese Americans on the West Coast, the survey questionnaire included only
two items on trust (#2.12a & #2.12¢). Data for the West Coast (Fig. 1 of Yoshino,
2002) showed a large difference between generations: the older generation seemed the
more trustful. This was not seen in the Hawaii data. We should be very careful when
interpreting the data, because there may be several compounding factors (such as age, gen-
eration, physical conditions, economic conditions, and residential area). However, there is
a difference between Japanese Americans in Hawaii and Japanese Americans on the West
Coast with regard to generational differences (compare Fig. 10 with Fig. 11 in Yoshino,
2002). This may be related to differences in their concepts of ethnicity. That is, Japanese
Americans in the mainland would have no problem classifying themselves as Americans
of Japanese descent. On the other hand, many Hawaiian residents are of highly mixed
ethnicity in this multi-ethnic society, so that their perception of ethnicity is dependent
upon how they identify themselves in the ethnic classification. In addition, the different
conditions of Japanese Americans in Hawaii and on the West Coast during WWII may
have had an effect on their attitudes and social values”.

To conclude this section, let me summarize Yoshino’s (2002) analysis of the relation-
ships between trust and economic conditions. There are different perspectives on people’s
sense of trust, such as the historical perspective of Fukuyama (1995) or the economic per-
spective of Banfield (1958). Yoshino (2002) studied some relationships between people’s
sense of trust and their social class or income (both self-reported variables).

As for the relationship between trust and self-reported social class in the longitudinal
survey of Japanese National Character, the result was consistent with Banfield’s (1958)
claim. More detailed analyses on the comparative data of seven countries showed some
differences between countries. For example, West Germany was remarkably different from
the others: the middle category (not necessarily “middle class”) of social class was less
trustful than the high and low categories. The pattern in the USA was opposite that of
West Germany.

There were some differences among countries in the relationship between trust and self-
reported income. For Britain and the USA, trust was almost linearly related to income
categories: the higher the income, the more trustful. West Germany and Japan did not

7) In Hawaii, there was no concentration camp, and Japanese American Nisei soldiers did not have
as much emotional conflict with their Japanese parents. For more details, see Dowds, 1986; Kashima,
2003; Fugita & Fernandez, 2004; Miyamoto, 1984.
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follow that pattern. Italy and France showed a much lower relationship of trust with
social class and with income. Throughout all social classes, Italians consistently indicated
the lowest degree of trust whereas in France social class was linearly related to trust. As
to income, both Italy and France had a significant linear relationship with the degree of
trust but the relationship was less pronounced than in the cases of Britain and the USA.

For reference, the correlation coefficients (Kendall’s tau) between social classes and in-
come (both 3-point ordered categories) were 0.47 in the Netherlands, 0.36 in USA, 0.34
in Britain, 0.30 in West Germany, 0.29 in Italy, 0.28 in France, and 0.24 in Japan. These
patterns of correlation may represent some differences in social structure (or national char-
acter) between countries. For example, “income” or “education” may be more directly
related to “social class” in the USA than in Japan, at least before the too rapid social
reform of Japan in “the lost decade.” Thus we need to consider social background and
institutions for a better understanding of this matter.

6. Conclusions

In this paper I have presented people’s sense of trust from social survey data. As a
whole, this paper has shown some differences between countries, races, and generations
regarding senses of interpersonal and institutional trust as well as other social values. We
need to be cautious when we interpret the results because survey data on “trust” are often
a compound of many variables including economic and political factors as well as people’s
general response tendencies. In addition, we should consider the items that are used for
measuring trust. Scales may be used to measure some important dimensions related to
trust, but there may be other important dimensions of trust. That is, “sense of trust”
can be considered in various contexts, such as intra-personal or interpersonal relation-
ships, inter-social groups, transactions, or moral philosophy. Nevertheless I believe that
our survey data has clarified certain aspects of the differences among several countries or
social groups in terms of trust and has also clarified certain aspects of the generational
differences among Japanese immigrants abroad. '

First, in order to facilitate a mutual understanding between East and West, we need to
pay much attention to differences in social values. The study on the scale of trust (Yoshino,
2005b, 2006) may caution us on the applicability of a certain “single” scale invented in
Western cultures to Eastern cultures, or vice versa. For example, it is not always the case
in Asia that “distrust is a culture of poverty” as Banfield (1958) mentioned. A Chinese
proverb says that “Fine manners need a full stomach” (or “The belly has no ears”), but
another says “Be contented with honest poverty.” Gallup (1977, p.461) reported that in
their global survey they could not find very poor but still happy people. I think that they
missed well-known observations. For example, Brazilians were very optimistic even when
Brazil was the worst debtor nation in the 1980s (Inkeles, 1997). Inglehart reported a cor-
relation of 0.57 between economic development and life satisfaction for some 20 countries
surveyed in 1980s (Inkeles, 1997, pp.366-371). But life satisfaction in Japan in the 1980’s
was lower than around 2000, although Japan was prosperous in the 1980s but struggling
with the recession around 2000. Thus, we need to measure various aspects of social values
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in order to understand different cultures in the age of globalization.

Secondly, it is important to note that people’s negative responses do not necessarily
mean that they lack a sense of trust. As Dogan (2000, p.258) mentioned, there are several
positive interpretations of people’s sense of distrust. For example, people may express dis-
trust or complaint toward the government or others, not because they lack intra-personal
or interpersonal trust, but because they know that it is a way to improve their own country
and eventually our world in a democratic way.

Thirdly, a comment is provided for the development of the framework of CULMAN
(cultural manifold analysis). The last century was the time of expansion of western civi-
lization. In this time of globalization, I think that world leaders should be knowledgeable
about world geography and history and sensitive to the conditions of all countries and
nations, if they wish to take seriously their responsibility to develop and maintain world
peace. Differences between cultures or civilizations occasionally prevent us from deeply
understanding each other. In studying world history as well as regional histories of differ-
ent cultures and civilizations, however, we should remember that there are various ways
of successful social development. Thus we should not impose our own social values on any
other country or nation.

Some institutional systems or customs are changing, converging towards more universal
ones under the influences of transnational exchange or trade. However, other systems are
becoming more sensitive to cultural differences, as a reaction to globalization.

The last two decades have shown that, at least for the foreseeable future, globalization
does not lead us to a single unified global culture or a single “superculture” on the earth
(cf. Yoshino, 1992)8). As mentioned in the introductory paper in this issue, our survey
team has been developing a methodology called “Cultural Manifold Analysis (CULMAN)”
for cross-national comparisons. I think it is possible to use CULMAN to develop a frame-
work of policy making to bring about a gradual development of, so-to-speak, a Global
Cultural Manifold (GCM) (Yoshino, 2008a).

The GCM is a set of hierarchical overlapping local charts, and each chart covers a
certain area (region, country, national groups, civilization, etc.). In each chart, we may
assume that people share a certain culture or social values: A larger chart corresponds
to a less restrictive but to a more universal culture or social values. Thus, according to
the size of the chart (area, region or social group), people may be able to consider the
degree of rigidity in decision-making or the extent of regulations concerning various types
of exchanges (e.g., contracts in transnational business or international trade within the
members in the region). The charts of GCM must be dynamic. Therefore, each chart
may be enlarged, shrunken, or disappear over time. Also, a new chart may appear. The
EU may exemplify the concept of GCM. I expect that East Asia and the Asia-Pacific area
will be another example in the near future. However, many people doubt such unification
because of their too complicated diversity of races, languages, religions as well as political
systems.

Weber (1904-05) argued in his theory on religion and capitalism that Asian countries

8) TFor a detailed review of the literature on “globalization” and cultures, see Guillen, 2001, pp.252-254.
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would not be able to develop capitalism. Now we know of so many counter-examples (such
as Japan, Korea, NIES, and China) that go against his argument. Some people argued
that the Japanese adaptation of Confucian philosophy functioned as a substitute for the
Protestant ethic and led Japan to successfully develop capitalism (Morishima, 1984). But
the past decades have seen many examples to show that economic success is not necessar-
ily linked to a particular ethic, ideology, or religion. Now we have more data to consider
the relationships between economic development, social systems and social values. For
example, in this paper, I have shown that Asian countries have already departed from the
* literal teaching of Confucian philosophy. In this time of globalization, I would like to em-
phasize the fact that there are various ways for successful social development. Therefore,
we should not impose one’s own social value on any other country if we intend to develop
a peaceful world.

Experiencing severe political tension in the world in the.aftermath of New York on
September 11, 2001, some people made use of the farfetched argument “that this is a
war between civilizations or religions such as Christianity and Islam” to further for their
political causes. And now, after the confusion of the last several years, we have finally
come to discreetly see the reality. Mr. Barack Obama, newly elected president of the USA,
seems a symbol of multi-perspective thinking for the new age. He was born and educated
in Hawaii, a multi-ethnic society. Kuroda (2002) described Hawaii as “Rainbow model”
in terms of harmony of various social values and ways of thinking.

It is my sincere hope that mutual understanding among the various cultures and civi-
lizations will prevent unnecessary conflicts between nations and races and will lead us to
a peaceful and prosperous world in the 21st century.
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SOCIAL VALUES ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS
IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION

Taisuke Fujita* and Ryozo Yoshino**

Few studies on international politics have examined people’s values, especially
through use of cross-national analysis, although a country’s foreign policy may reflect
the values held by the public. The present paper examines results of the Asia-Pacific
Values Survey and analyzes Asia-Pacific people’s attitudes and values regarding inter-
national politics. Our focus is on three sets of items regarding people’s attitude toward
Japan, confidence in the United Nations, and ideology. First, we analyze response data
for those items separately. Then, by applying Hayashi’s Quantification Method III, we
show that countries/areas in the Asia-Pacific region may be classified into three clus-
ters or cultural spheres. This result presents an illustration of cultural manifold analysis
(CULMAN) of international politics.

1. Introduction

What values on international politics do people have in the Asia-Pacific region? The
present paper analyzes Asia-Pacific people’s attitudes and values regarding international
politics by using data from our Asia-Pacific Values Survey (APVS). '

This paper deals with some of the gaps left by the literature on international politics
as follows. Firstly, many past studies of international politics have mainly focused on
organizations such as the state, ministries and industry as the players. Even studies on
individuals have mainly examined decision-makers such as presidents, prime ministers,
and foreign ministers. Although the foreign policy of a country may reflect the values of
the ordinary people of that country, these values have rarely been examined, especially in
the Asia-Pacific region.

Secondly, in past studies on international politics that analyzed survey data, the main
concern was with variations within countries rather than between countries (Inoguchi et
al., 2008). In order to understand nations’ foreign policies, however, we must investigate
variations among countries as well as within countries.

Thirdly, most existing studies of people’s values regarding international politics have
used simple statistical methods such as regression analysis where only a single item is
taken as a dependent variable. In order to understand complicated international rela-
tions, however, we may need to apply multi-dimensional pattern analysis whereby some
important dimensions may be extracted to show a total picture of international relations.

The present paper analyzes Asia-Pacific nations’ attitudes and values reflected in data
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from our Asia-Pacific Values Survey (APVS) using cross tabulations and Hayashi’s Quan-
tification Method III (Hayashi, 1993). To confirm the robustness of our findings obtained
by those data, we also examine data from our East Asia Values Survey (EAVS) and the
Asian Barometer Survey (Inoguchi et al., 2006), whenever available.

The questionnaire used in the APVS included three sets of items on international
politics. Those concerned the attitude toward Japan, confidence in an international or-
ganization (United Nations (UN)) and ideology. By analyzing response data for these
items, we show that countries/areas in the Asia Pacific region may be classified into three
clusters or cultural spheres.

In section 2, we give a short literature review on international politics. -In section 3,
we examine response data on the three sets of items on people’s attitudes toward Japan,
the UN, and ideology, one by one. In section 4, we apply multi-dimensional pattern anal-
yses to the response data on the three sets of items in order to understand cross-national
differences in international politics in the Asia Pacific countries/areas.

2. Literature Review

Previous studies on international politics have focused mostly on organizations such
as the state, ministries and industry rather than on individuals. Waltz (1959, 1979) ar-
gued that in explaining international politics, especially causes of war, there are three
levels of analysis: international system, state, and individual’). Among the three levels,
he emphasized the importance of the international system. Beginning around 1990, a
growing number of studies have focused on the state level. The democratic peace theory,
arguing that democratic countries do not go to war with each other, is one of the most
prevailing arguments based on the state level (Russett 1993, Fearon 1994). On the other
hand, although some studies have explored factors related to individuals, they have been
concerned mainly with decision-makers such as presidents, prime ministers, and foreign
ministers rather than with the public.

Thus, few studies on foreign policy have focused on the public, especially in cross-
national analyses, although policies of a democratic country, even those on foreign policy,
may be expected to reflect values held by the public. Nevertheless, few studies have been
based on data from social surveys (public opinion polls) (e.g., Chang & Park [2007] and
Inoguchi et al. [2008] for analyses of social survey data on domestic politics in the Asia-
Pacific region). As an exception, one can name studies on trade policy using survey data
such as the ISSP Survey and World Value Survey (e.g., Mayda & Rodrik 2005; Beaulieu
2002; Gabel 1998; Baker 2003; Hainmueller & Hiscox 2006). They, however, focus on
attitudes toward trade policy, and most do not examine Asian nations. -

In a study of people’s values concerning international politics in the Asia-Pacific region,
Johnson (2007) argued that the peoples’ attitude toward an international organization,

1) Morgenthau (1978), in one of the most important classics in the literature on international politics,
touches on the effect of national character on foreign policy in chapter 9. For instance, he describes
German national character as representing collectivism, which led to dictatorship and facilitated the
mobilization of national resources for war.
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the World Bank, was closely linked with their attitude toward the U.S. In examining
this relationship, she employed regression analysis to explore individual-level phenomena.
Similarly, Inoguchi (2003) analyzed confidence in domestic and international organizations
mainly at individual levels.

On the other hand, our main interest in analyzing peoples’ values is on the nation
level. This is because we think that understanding variations in foreign policy between
countries requires analysis of variations in values between nations more than variations
within nations.

3. Public Attitudes towards Japan, the UN and Ideology

In this section, we examine the public attitude toward Japan, the UN, and ideology in
Asia-Pacific nations one by one.

3.1 Attitude toward Japan

There is a common stereotype that Chinese and South Koreans have negative attitudes
toward Japan. In fact, in Japan, a number of books have been published with titles of
“anti-Japan (han-nichi)”. Also, this stereotype was strengthened by the occurrence of a
skirmish between Chinese and Japanese spectators during an international soccer game
held in China, for instance. We analyze this stereotype from viewpoints that are different
from the usual.

The APVS includes two items regarding the attitude toward Japan, Q.2 and Q.3.

Q.2 Which one of the following countries or regions would you like to see develop the
friendliest relationship for our own national interest?

With regard to a simple tabulation of responses to Q.2 and Q.3, see p.141 of Yoshino
(2008). Since Q.2 uses the concept “national interest,” respondents were supposed to
give the answer that reflected their attitude toward foreign countries in terms of a diplo-
matic relationship, at least to some extent. From what country/area did respondents
consider Japan as the most important diplomatic partner for their country? Table 1
shows dichotomization of responses into the categories “Japan” and “Others,” meaning
other countries or areas.

Table 1: Rates of Choice of Japan or Another Nations (Q.2 Development of Friendliest Relation-

ship)
Survey Country
bl dires Beijing | Shanghai Hong | o | South | yga Singapore | Australia | Total
Response Kong Korea
Category
“Japan” 3% % 8% | 13% | 3% |12% ™% 9% ™%
“Other” 97% 93% | 92% | 87% | 97% |88% | 93% 91% | 93%

Data rounded off to integral numbers.
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Even though the largest percentage for the choice of Japan was not very high, 13%,
there was considerable variation in percentages of those who selected Japan. People in Tai-
wan, the U.S., and Australia relatively regarded the relationship with Japan as important,
whereas people in Beijing and South Korea did not. The differences in the percentages of
the choice of Japan among cities in China (Beijing, Shanghai, and Hong Kong) should be
noted. The percentage was lowest in Beijing, the center of politics. The response patterns
described here are consistent with those of the EAVS. ‘

Fig. 1 shows which country/area people in the respondent countries/areas selected as
desiring the friendliest relationship for national interest. The figure does not include
Beijing, Shanghai, and Hong Kong because of differences in choice categories: those re-
spondents cannot choose “China” (their own country) in the question.
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Figure 1: Desiring Friendliest Relations for National Interest (Q.2)

As shown in Fig. 1, for the people in Taiwan and Australia, Japan is the third and
fourth choice, respectively. The percentage of the choice of Japan by these nations was
about half to a third of that for the choice of China. For people in the U.S., the percentage
for the choice of Japan was about a third of that for the choice of China and exactly the
same as for the choice of South Korea. These results suggest that Japan’s influence on
international politics is limited even in the Asia-Pacific region.

Fig. 2 shows variations in the percentages of the choice of Japan among age groups,
which may show the attitudes of people from these countries/areas toward Japan from the
viewpoint of age. Few people in Beijing and Shanghai selected Japan, regardless of age.
In contrast, in Taiwan, about 16% of people under 30 years old chose Japan, which was
the largest percentage among all age groups or countries/regions surveyed. In Hong Kong
and Singapore, more responders under 30 years of age chose Japan than those of other
age groups (15.7% and 12.7%, respectively). Because almost all of these tendencies in
FEast Asia countries or areas were observed in EAVS also, these results may be considered
robust.

Here, we do not give details of rates for those in age groups that chose countries other
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than Japan. See Yoshino [2007], and Yoshino & Matsumoto [2008]. However, in the U.S.,
younger people chose Japan or Australia more than older people. The percentage of peo-
ple under 40 years old in the U.S. that chose Japan or Australia exceeded the percentage
of those who chose the European Union. In addition, China is the country most frequently
chosen by those surveyed in the U.S. These findings suggest that Americans have come to
think that the Asia Pacific region is more important than the European Union. A greater
percentage of Australians under the age of 50 years chose Japan than those aged 50 or
older. In contrast to Australian current foreign policy, the younger the respondent, the
fewer who selected China. Among people under 30 years old, a lower percentage chose
China than the U.S. or the European Union.

Overall, although the percentage of people who selected Japan in Q.2 is low, younger
rather than older people chose Japan in the Asia Pacific nations. This may imply that
although the relative national power of Japan might decline from now on in terms of the
economy, its influence in international politics might not. As Nye (2005) argues, people
might not think that materialistic power is the only source of a country’s influence.
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Figure 2: Rates of Choice of Japan for National Interest According to Age Group (Q.2)

Next, we analyze response distribution of Q.3 as follows.

Q.3 If you could be born again, which one of the following Asian or Pacific countries or
area(s) would you like be born in, with the exception of (your own country or area)?

Although Q.2 is a sort of stereotyped question to induce stereotyped responses, Q.3 is
supposed to reveal respondents’ actual opinions of certain countries/regions from a dif-
ferent point of view. Fig. 3 shows that Japan is the first choice among Taiwanese and
Australians. More than half of responders in Taiwan selected Japan and about one quar-
ter in Australia and Hong Kong selected Japan. South Korea’s first choice was Japan
in the EAVS, but in the APVS its first choice was Australia and its second choice was
Japan. This difference is due to differences in response categories, as the EAVS does not
include the choice of Australia, which was the first choice in the APVS for most of the
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Figure 3: Rates of Countries/Areas Respondents Preferred to be Born In (Q.3)
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Figure 4: Rates of Choice of Japan to be Born In (Q.3)

countries/areas.

Overall, the responses to Q.3 indicate that the stereotyped “anti-Japan” attitudes of
Korea and China may have become reduced.

Fig. 4 shows percentages according to age group of respondents for the choice of Japan
as the preferred birth country with the exception of their own country (Q.3). Except
for Beijing, Shanghai, and the U.S., the younger generation seemed more positive toward
Japan.

Fig. 5 shows variations in attitudes toward Japan and China as defined by responses
to Q.2 and Q.3. with respect to age groups. Variations between an older age group (40
years or more) and a younger age group (under 40 years) were very clear. Both in re-
sponses to Q.2 and Q.3, the younger generation in the surveyed countries/areas seems
more positive toward Japan. Because here we use Fig. 5 to compare attitudes toward
Japan and those toward Mainland China, it does not include response data from Japan,
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Beijing and Shanghai. (In the Hong Kong survey, there was no choice of “China” in Q.2.
See Yoshino [2005¢] and Yoshino [2006] for the details.) In contrast, in response to Q.2
the younger generation was the less positive toward China with the exception of South
Korea. Responses to Q.3 indicated that the younger generation was less positive toward
China with the exception of Australia and the USA.

Choioe of Japan for Friendliest Relations (Q.2) Choice of China for Friendliest Relations (Q.2)
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Figure 5: Variations in the attitude toward Japan and China between age groups

In summary, people in the Asia Pacific countries /areas do not seem to consider Japan
as diplomatically important (Q.2). However, people in countries /areas in the Asia Pacific
region showed a much more positive attitude toward Japan when asked by way of Q.3.
Even China and South Korea showed much less “anti-Japanese” attitudes than in Q.2.
Moreover, more people in younger age groups have positive attitudes toward Japan than
those in older age groups.

3.2 Confidence in the United Nations

In the literature on international politics, in many studies it has been argued that in-
ternational organizations promote stability in international politics (e.g., Keohane 1984;
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Chayes and Chayes 1998; Russett & Oneal 2001; Dorussen & Ward 2008). The function of
international organizations, however, must depend on member countries’ support, which
eventually depends on peoples’ support within the member countries. The APVS includes
an item about confidence in social institutions such as the UN, the most important in-
ternational security organization in the sense that it has the authority to decide whether
and how international society should deal with an incident such as North Korea’s nuclear
tests. The item is as follows.

Q.50 How much confidence do you have in the following? Are you very confident,
somewhat confident, not confident, or not confident at all?

i. The United Nations

(There are other sub-items but these are omitted here.)

A scholar of international politics may form a hypothesis on this item. The hypothesis
might be that people in major powers, in terms of the military and the economy, are
less confident of international organizations. This is because, generally, major powers do
not prefer international organizations. Without an international organization, countries
would have to bargain to decide how to cooperate every time a problem emerges. Results
of bargaining tend to favor major powers due to their bargaining power. In contrast, with
an international organization, countries are supposed to cooperate according to the rules
decided upon through the international organization ex ante, where the bargaining power
of major powers is useless (e.g., Mearsheimer 1994). Accordingly, people in major powers
are thought not to prefer international organizations that restrain the use of bargaining
power.

With regard to the simple tabulation of responses to Q.50, please see page 141 of
Yoshino (2008). Table 2 shows the response distribution of confidence in the UN. In the
table, the responses “very confident” and “somewhat confident” are merged as a posi-
tive response “Confident,” and the responses “not confident” and “not confident at all”
are merged as the negative response “Not Confident.” More people in Shanghai, Hong
Kong, and Singapore seem to trust the UN than in Taiwan, South Korea and the U.S.,
although the majority in each country/area revealed a positive attitude. The pattern is
consistent with that of the EAVS. We, however, should be careful in taking this result at
face value. As Yoshino (2005b) made it clear, it is possible that there is variation among
countries/areas in the general tendency of people to express confidence in organizations.

While Table 2 shows that Singaporeans were more confident in the UN than people
in any other countries/areas, Table 3 shows that the percentage of Singaporeans that ex-
pressed confidence in the UN was lower than for most of the other organizations listed.

Table 2: Confidence in the United Nations (% within countries and areas) (Q.50)

.| Hong | m.. South : ;
Japan | Beijing | Shanghai Kong Taiwan Korea USA | Singapore | Australia | Total

Confident 65% | 62% | 70% | 68% | 53% | 61% |57% | 78% 62% | 65%
Not Confident | 35% | 38% 31% | 32% | 47% | 39% |43% | 22% 39% | 35%
Data rounded off to be integral numbers.
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Table 3: Standardized Score within .Each Country or Area (Q.50)

Hong
Kong

Religious Organizations | —2.03 | —1.86 —1.97 |—0.68| 0.56|-0.38| 0.18| —0.23 | —0.82

The Law and the Legal| 0.77| 0.77 0.79 | 0.99| 0.37| 0.10| 0.69 1.07 0.29
system

Japan | Beijing | Shanghai Taiwan | Korea | USA |Singapore | Australia

The Press and 0.49| —0.25| —0.31 |-1.71| —=1.37| 0.21|—1.40 —0.51 | —1.67
Television
The Police 0.25| 0.23 0.19 0.36| —0.02 | —0.24| 0.73 0.91 0.81

National Government |—0.89| 0.70 0.83 | —0.48| —0.77 | —=1.31|—1.30 0.70 | —0.91
Bureaucracy

National Assembly 1.32| 1.41 1.28 1.64| 2.11| 2.16| 1.76 1.23 1.57
(Congress) '
Non-Governmental —0.45| —1.11| —0.93 |—0.42| —0.75 | —1.10 0.05| —1.53 0.51
Organization

Social Welfare 047 0.32 0.32 0.58! 0.12| 0.25|-0.20| —0.74 0.44
Facilities

The United Nations 0.071 —0.21| —0.20 |—0.26|-—0.26 | 0.30|—0.60 —0.91 | —-0.22

Considering general response tendency, we take the percentage of responses “very confident”
and “somewhat confident” to all the responses except “Don’t Know.” Then, we transform the
percentage into a standardized score within each country (average: 0.00, Standard deviation:
1.00).

In contrast, South Koreans expressed less confidence in the UN than people in any other
countries/areas except the U.S. and Taiwan (Table 2), but the percentage of South Kore-
ans that were confident in the UN was higher than for any of the other organizations with
_ the exception of the Diet (Table 3). Thus, one has to be careful in analyzing the data?.

With regard to the U.S. and Taiwan, it might be safe to state that they are less confi-
dent in the UN than any of the other countries surveyed, as Table 2 shows. Table 3 also
indicates that the percentages of those confident in the UN in both the U.S. and Taiwan
are lower than the average of confidence in the other organizations listed. This low level
of confidence held by the people is convincing when we think of international political
history. The U.S.’s distrust towards the UN may be reflected by its repeated nonpayment
of UN dues. In addition, because Taiwan lost its UN membership to the People’s Republic
of China (PRC) in 1971, Taiwan naturally has little confidence in the UN.

Overall, the result does not necessarily support the previously mentioned hypothesis
drawn from the literature on international politics. Low confidence held by the Americans
can be understood by the hypothesis. However, the possibility of high confidence held by
Shanghai and low confidence by South Korea are contradictory to the hypothesis. There

are at least two possible reasons why the hypothesis fails. First, the attitude toward the

UN held by the governments may be different from that held by the public. Secondly,
determinants of that attitude are not only based on international factors but on domestic

2) Asian-Barometer Survey data (2006; question 29) also shows that, relatively speaking, Singaporeans
trust the UN whereas South Koreans and Taiwanese do not.

263



264

158 T. Fujita and R. Yoshino

factors. The considerable variation in the attitude among the cities in China (Beijing,
Shanghai, and Hong Kong) may illustrate this®).

3.8 Ideology

In this subsection, we analyze some items on ideology, which must be related to atti-
tudes toward Japan and confidence in the UN. It is well known that xenophobia is related
to ideology. Further, a governmental party’s ideology must be one of the strongest factors
that determine, e.g., whether the country prioritizes a bilateral relationship or multilateral
relationships through international organizations®. The APVS included two items related
to ideology, Q.26 and Q.30 as follows.

Q.26 Some people say that if we get outstanding political leaders, the best way to
improve the country is for the people to leave everything to them rather than for
the people to discuss things among themselves. Do you agree with this, or disagree?
1. Agree, 2. Disagree, 3. Undecided

Fig. 6 shows the response distribution of “disagree” in five age groups. The percentages
of those selecting “disagree” were lower in Beijing, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and South Korea
than in Japan, the U.S., and Australia. '

This pattern might remind you of Huntington (1999): People in countries democra-
tized earlier (in the first and second wave of democracy) disagfee more than people in
countries democratized later (in the third wave of democracy). Fig. 6 is consistent with
this argument. According to Miyake’s analysis of our Seven Country Survey (Hayashi et
al., 1998, ch.7), however, the percentages of those disagreeing in France and Italy were

90
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Age group
Figure 6: Percentages of “disagree” to Q.26 (APVS)

3) Similar variation among the cities in China is observed in EAVS.

4) Recall recent foreign policies of the U.S., Australia, and Japan. The left parties in these countries
emphasized the importance of international organization whereas the right parties prioritized bilateral
relationships.
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Figure 7: Percentages. of “disagree” to Q.17 (EAVS)

46% and 37%, respectively. The percentage for Italy was lower than those of Hong Kong,
Taiwan, South Korea and Singapore. It might be, thus, misleading to associate responses
to this question directly to people’s attitudes toward democracy.

Hayashi (1992) showed in the Japanese National Character Survey that younger
Japanese disagree more than older Japanese. He concluded that this was due to nei-
ther a cohort-effect nor time-effect but to an age-effect. Miyake also found that among
seven countries (our Seven Country Survey), the percentages of responses of “disagree”
were lower for older people in all countries but the U.S.

As for age differences in percentage of “disagree” responses among Asia-Pacific coun-
tries/areas, we should note several points in Fig. 6. Firstly, not only was there no age
difference in percentage of “disagree” responses among U.S. responders but also among
those from Australia. Secondly, as for Japan, the age difference seems missing in both the
APVS and EAVS (Fig. 7). We should note that most of the Japanese respondents in both
surveys were born after World War IL. Thirdly, in Beijing, where political control must be
severed), the majority of people under 40 years old selected “disagree.” (The percentage
of “disagree” in Beijing was lower in the EAVS, but it was still about 40%9).)

The APVS included another item on ideology, Q.30, as follows.

Q.30 Please choose from among the following statements the one with which you agree
most.

1. Tf individuals are made happy, then and only then will the country as a whole im-

5) Chinese government is still sensitive to concepts such as democratization and human rights. When
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) executed bombing of Serbia in 1999 for a humanitarian
purpose, the Chinese government condemned NATO for “new interventionism.” It took a similar
attitude toward the Myanmar problem.

8) One reason why the percentage was high among young people in Beijing may be that the proportion
of the sample with high education was very high. Of 273 respondents under 30 years old in Beijing,
199 were classified into the higher education category (university/college or graduate school).
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prove.
2. If the country as a whole improves, then and only then can individuals be made

happy.
3. Improving the country and making individuals happy are the same thing.

This item is related to ideology in terms of individualism or collectivism. Table 4 shows
that Japan, South Korea, the U.S., Singapore, and Australia prioritize individuals whereas
Beijing and Shanghai prioritize country. The percentages of selection of “If the country
as a whole improves, then and only then can individuals be made happy” by responders
from Beijing and Shanghai was high (46% and 54%, respectively). Although a former
prime minister of Singapore, Lee Kuan Yew, is one of the political leaders who empha-
sized “Asian values,” which prioritizes group intérests over individual interests, current
Singaporeans do not seem to hold “Asian values.” The percentage of Singaporeans who
prioritize country (34%) was even less than that of Americans (36%).

Table 4: Prioritizing Individual or Country (Q.30)

Hong . South
Kong Taiwan Korea, USA

1. Individual | 27% 5% 12% 8% | 13% | 38% | 33% 26% 33% 21%
2. Country 25% | 46% 54% 23% | 29% | 28% | 36% 34% 26% 34%
3. Same 48% | 50% 34% 69% | 59% | 34% | 32% 40% 41% | 45%

Data rounded off to integral numbers.

Japan | Beijing | Shanghai Singapore | Australia | Total

4. Multi-Dimensional Analysis

In the previous sections, we analyzed response data item by item. In this section, in
order to grasp the total picture of cross-national comparisons, we apply multi-dimensional
data analyses (Hayashi’s Quantification Method III, [Hayashi, 1993]) to the set of items.

This section consists of two subsections. The first subsection shows pattern analysis
of attitudes toward Japan, confidence in the UN, and ideology, excluding Japanese data.
The second subsection shows pattern analyses with respect to ideology and confidence in
the UN, including Japanese data.

4.1 Multi-Dimensional Analysis of International Relationships (1)

We analyzed responses to seven items: an item on nation, two items regarding attitudes
toward Japan (Q.2 and Q.3), two items regarding confidence in the UN and in govern-
mental bureaucracy (Q.50e & Q.50i), and two items on ideology (Q.26 and Q.30). We
included the item on confidence in governmental bureaucracy as well as that in the UN
because these are considered to be related to “ideology.”

As shown in Fig. 8, confidence in the UN and that in government show similar patterns.
This result may not seem to be consistent with the findings by Matsumoto (2006), which
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suggested that confidence in the UN and in government reflected different kinds of confi-
dence in organizations. This difference may be due to differences in the items used in the
analyses. Unlike Matsumoto (2006), we analyzed confidence in organizations with other
factors such as ideology, which led to similar patterns between the two types of confidence.
In Fig. 8, the attitude as to whether prioritizing the country as a whole or the individ-
ual and confidence in organizations overlapped with each other. Also, these two kinds
of values (confidence and ideology) and the attitude toward Japan are of independent
dimensions. '

Furthermore, Fig. 8 shows clustering of three groups of countries/areas. The first group
consists of Beijing, Shanghai, and Singapore. People in this group are confident in the
UN, prioritize country as a whole, and do not have a positive attitude toward Japan.
The second group consists of Hong Kong and Taiwan. People in these countries/areas

_think that “improving the country and making individuals happy are the same things,”
and have a positive attitude toward Japan. And the third group consists of the U.S.,
Australia, and South Korea. People in these countries have low confidence in the UN,
prioritize individuals, and disagree with “leaving everything to political leaders.” Cities
in China may not be comparable to the other countries/areas because the people in these
cities do not have a choice of “China” among the items on the attitude toward Japan. The
patterns found above, however, were the same even when we conducted the same pattern
analysis excluding data on Beijing, Shanghai, and Hong Kong.

These patterns suggest the following. First, we can classify Asia Pacific countries/areas
into a Chinese cultural sphere and a non-Chinese cultural sphere. This pattern seems ro-
bust because it does not change even when we conduct the same pattern analysis excluding -
the data on Beijing, Shanghai, and Hong Kong. Secondly, people in Hong Kong and Tai-
wan are distinct in terms of a positive attitude toward Japan.

1 South Korea W Nation
Indi du! ek m Friendliestto Japan
. . @ JapantoBe Born In
Bhang e gt thers D‘“me Y #LeavetoPolitical Leaders
N2 B = IG)KﬁdV T r—. AJIndividual or Country
-15 1 om 08 ohgnfdent (3;5"“ en ; onticen 15 % Confidencein Government
) ’ Agx‘:)e% Same ) " % Confidencein UN

-25 -
Figure 8: Hayashi’s Quantification Method III of Q.2, Q.3, Q.26, Q.30, and Q.50
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4.2 Multi- Dimensional Analysis of International Relationships (2)

In this subsection, we put responses to three items into the analysis: nation and the
two items on ideology (Q.26 and Q.30). Fig. 9 shows three clusters of countries/areas.
One consists of Hong Kong, Taiwan, Beijing, and Shanghai (i.e., Chinese group). People
in these countries/areas agree with the opinion “leaving everything to political leaders”
and “prioritize country as a whole” or think that “improving the country and making
individuals happy are the same things.” Another cluster consists of the U.S., Australia,
Japan, and South Korea, whose response pattern is opposite to that of the Chinese group.
Singapore does not belong to either group and makes up the third cluster as a single
country. This distinct location of Singapore coincides with the analysis by Matsumoto
(2005).

Thus, the distinctive clustering of a Chinese cultural sphere and a non-Chinese cultural
sphere is clear. The majority of Singaporeans are Chinese, but the political system and
the international relationships are between the two spheres. Thus, Singapore is located in
the middle, between the spheres, as if it were bridging over the two spheres.

Kong MNation
@ Leave to Political Leaders
AIndividual or Country

-2 4
Figure 9: Hayashi’s Quantification Method III of Q.26 and Q.30 [Ideology]

Next, we added the items regarding confidence in the UN and in governmental bureau-
cracy (Q.50) into our analysis. Fig. 10 shows four clusters of countries/areas. Taiwan,
Hong Kong, Beijing and Shanghai make a cluster. People in these countries/areas agree
with the opinion “leaving everything to political leaders” and think that “improving the
country and making individuals happy are the same things.” The U.S. and Australia make
up another cluster, where people disagree with the opinion “leaving everything to political
leaders” and prioritize individuals. Japan and South Korea make up the third cluster,
where people are more critical of the UN and their own governments. And Singapore
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Figure 10: Hayashi’s Quantification Method ITT of Q.26, Q.30, Q.50e, and Q.50i [Ideology and
Confidence in UN & Government Bureaucracy]

comprises the fourth cluster as a single country.

Again, Singapore is located in the middle between the Chinese cultural sphere and the
non-Chinese cultural sphere. These pattern analyses illustrate a cultural manifold analy-
sis (CULMAN) (Yoshino, 2005a). We analyzed the patterns among countries/areas with
respect to the three variables in the previous subsection to get three clusters. Here, we
increased the number of variables and got four clusters, where the non-Chinese cultural
group (U.S., Australia, Japan, and South Korea) in the previous analysis was divided into
the two sub-clusters (Anglo-Saxon group and Asian group). This exemplifies that “a set
of charts may construct a sort of hierarchical structure, where each level of charts may

correspond to an extent of coverage: the larger chart, the higher level.” (See Yoshino,
Nikaido & Fujita, this issue).

5. Conclusion

In this paper, we have analyzed people’s values on international politics in the Asia
Pacific countries/areas, focusing on attitudes toward Japan, confidence in the UN, and
ideology. .

As for the attitudes toward Japan, Japan did not seem to be considered as the most
important country in terms of diplomatic relationships by the people in the Asia Pacific
countries/areas under investigation. Even in the U.S., few people chose Japan as the first
choice with which to develop friendliest relationships. However, when asked in concrete
and personal terms, many more people in many countries/areas showed a positive attitude
toward Japan. Moreover, younger age groups in many countries/areas had more positive
attitudes toward Japan, but the less positive toward China.

Regarding attitudes toward the UN, people in Taiwan and the U.S. were less confident
in the UN than people in the other countries/areas. In addition, low confidence by South
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Koreans and high confidence by the people in Shanghai were observed. Although we should
be careful in interpreting these results, it might be difficult to gain an understanding of
them by following the literature on international politics.

With regard to ideology, we analyzed two items. The item on whether people agree with
the opinion “leaving everything to political leaders” separates those countries/areas into
two clusters; the U.S, Australia and Japan on the one hand and cities in China, Taiwan,
Singapore and South Korea on the other. Although the Japanese persistently have shown
an age effect (the older the group, the more people “agree” (Hayashi 1992)), it seems that
younger Japanese “disagree” less than senior Japanese. Moreover, it is worth noting that
more than half of the young people in Beijing in 2005 and in Shanghai in 2002 “disagree.”

By analyzing these three kinds of items by Hayashi’s Quantification Method III, there
emerged clusters of a Chinese cultural sphere and a non-Chinese cultural sphere. More-
over, by conducting analyses with different sets of items, we observed a structure that can
be understood well by cultural manifold analysis (CULMAN).

Let us make some comments drawn from the present analyses. Firstly, the analyses
in this paper imply that analyzing people’s values is important for understanding foreign
policy and international politics. In past studies, countries have been classified by the size
of national power, stage of economic development or degree of democratization. These
criteria, however, may not be suitable for analysis beyond the nation-state. Therefore, our
analysis focused on people’s attitudes and values and found, for instance, that confidence
in the UN is related to confidence in national government. People’s values on international
politics were similar between the U.S. and Australia. Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, and
Taiwan were classified into the same cluster of a Chinese cultural sphere. Thus, analysis
of people’s values will be an important agenda for international politics.

Secondly, this paper implies that people’s attitudes toward a foreign country are influ-
enced by so-called soft power as well as by hard power. According to Nye (2004), soft
power is the ability to attract others; to get others to want the outcomes that you want,
and to co-opt people rather than coerce them. Relatively, China could be expected to rise
and Japan to decline in their national power of economy and politics. In addition, young
people could develop an image of China as being a more developed and liberal country
than senior people”. Nevertheless, the younger the age group, the more people showed
positive attitudes toward Japan and less positive attitudes toward China in the surveys.
This contrast might reflect the differences in soft power between the countries. It might
also be that Japan will maintain its influence with its soft power in international politics
than is currently expected.

Thirdly and lastly, in order to gain a more robust understanding of people’s values in
the Asia Pacific region, we need to continue to perform surveys and analyses. We observed
some variations in response patterns among age groups on the attitude toward Japan and
ideology. By continuing surveys and analyses, we would be able to confirm whether the
variations among age groups are due to a cohort-effect, age-effect, or time-effect. It is

7) Lampton (2001) argues that many kinds of actors outside the government have come to have influ-
ence on Chinese foreign policy such as think tanks, business, civil organizations, and the public.
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important to understand the deeper structure of peoples’ values on international politics
in order to foresee its dynamic changes in the near future.
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RELIGIOUS FAITH AND RELIGIOUS FEELINGS IN JAPAN:
ANALYSES OF CROSS-CULTURAL AND LONGITUDINAL SURVEYS

Fumi Hayashi* and Kosuke Nikaido**

In the present paper, we focused on religion and religiosity using data that had been
obtained from the Seven Nations Comparative Survey, the East Asia Values Survey, and
the Asia and Pacific Values Survey. In Japan, only about 30% of the population have
a religious faith, and this percentage is the lowest among developed countries. On the
other hand, 70% think that having a religious mind is important. If we presume that
people who either claim to have a specific religious faith or say that religious mind in a
generic sense is important as being more or less positive to religion, then we could say
that the proportion of people who feel positively about religion in Japan is comparable
to that in most other countries. While attempts have been made to investigate the
meaning of the term “religious mind” with relatively small data sets in Japan (Hayashi,
F. 2007), it is also true that “religiosity” — which carries a different meaning than
“religion” as an object of worship — is now being debated in Western countries, too.
In this paper, we analyze whether the “religious mind” is a distinctive property of the
Japanese or if there is a similar sort of attitude in the West using an international and
comparative data set.

1. Introduction: Religious Faith and ‘Religious Heart/Mind’ in Japan

According to the East Asia Values Survey project (Yoshino, 2005), the cartography of
religious faith in Japan is such that 23% of the population believe in Buddhism, and every
other faith attracts less than 3%. It is said that Islam, Hindu, Christianity and Buddhism
constitute the world’s four great religions; yet, among them, there are a countless number
of denominations. As far as denominational distinctions in the context of international
comparative research are concerned, researchers attempt to list a set of sects and de-
nominations relevant to a particular locality as response categories based on pre-existing
information, and then record open-ended answers in case there is any other type of religion.
In the Asia and Pacific Values Survey project (Yoshino, 2009), responses on religious faith
have been coded into 20 categories for the countries or areas included in the project, which
were Japan, South Korea, Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, Australia,
and the United States. However, many other religions that do not fit into one of these 20
categories have also been named. There are other complexities in constructing an appro-
priate categorization of various denominational faiths. In the 7-Nation Survey of Japan,
Europe and the USA, people very rarely identified themselves as Christians — instead, they
made a firm distinction between Protestantism and Catholicism. In contrast, in Japan
people tend to identify themselves as Christians without specifying the difference between
Protestant and Catholic (Tokei Suri Kenkyujo Kokuminsei Kokusai Chosa IInkai, 1998).
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It should be noted that in the Asia and Pacific Values Survey, the response patterns in
Singapore appear to be quite close to those in Japan.

The proportion of those who profess some sort of religious faith in Japan is exceedingly
low compared to other developed countries. In the era of scientific research based on sam-
ple surveys conducted after the end of World War II until contemporary times, that propor-
tion has consistently hovered around 30% (Tokei Suri Kenkyujo Kokuminsei Chosa linkai,
1992). Breakdown by age showed that throughout the 60 years concerned, younger peo-
ple are less likely to have a faith, while the older the respondents are, the more likely
that they express a religious faith. Further, cohort analysis empirically verified that this
phenomenon has to do with the age effect. That is, as people grow older, they become
more likely to believe in a religious faith. In Western Europe, the proportion of those who
have some religious faith is higher among older people — but there are no longitudinal
data whose time span is as long as some data sets in Japan are. However, according to an
analysis based on a shorter length of time, the observed phenomenon is due to the period
effect (Sasaki & Suzuki, 1996). For this reason, it is alleged that it is one of the unique
qualities of the Japanese character that people tend to be more faithful as they age.

Additionally, we would like to note that regarding the recent trend of increasing loss
of popularity of traditional religious faith in Western Europe, such phenomenon is often
associated with the idea of “freedom to be free of certain specific denominational faith”.
This indicates that culturally, in the older days in Western Europe it was accepted as
simply natural that people would have some religious faith, and that those who did not
were regarded as loony. . -

On the other hand, with respect to faith in Buddhism which is prevalent among the
Japanese, some people see this form of religiosity in a critical light. They often claim that
many people identify as Buddhists in a merely formal sense — due, for instance, to the
gift-offering system based on parish in the Edo period, and to the custom of ancestral
worship because graveyards usually happen to be around Buddhist temples in Japan.

In any event, if we are to assume that religion represents something fundamental about
the human species as a creature that had begun to develop on its unique path through the
habit of thinking, then we can say the presence of some sort of religion is universal even if
the specific types of faith and denomination vary. In this research, the phrase “religious
mind” includes not only faith in a traditional or a “new” organized religion but rather
various forms of feelings and moods that may be seen as religious in a broad sense.

2. The Relationship between Faith and the Religious Mind

The Study on the Japanese National Character series, which is a comprehensive atti-
tudinal survey encompassing questions on various topics, has been administered every 5
years since 1953. For 5 times from 1958 to 1978, a question asking whether respondents
had any religious faith and another item asking whether they thought “a religious mind”
was important or not to those who said they did not have any religious faith, were in-
cluded. Since 1983, the religious mind question was also asked of the respondents who
professed a certain religious faith; only about 2% or so answered “Not Important” or
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“Don’t Know” (thereafter DK) to the religious mind question while expressing belief in a
religious faith (Researcher Committee on the Study of the Japanese National Character,
2004).

Figure 1 shows changes in the proportions of people reporting a religious faith by age
group between 1958 and 2003. Over the 45-year period, people in their 20s consistently
had a low rate of belief in a religious faith. The older the respondent was, the more likely
that he or she reported having a religious faith.

One should also be able to infer that this largely results from the cohort effect such
that individuals became more likely to have a certain religious faith as they became older.
While the proportion of people who do profess a religious faith has consistently been
about 30% since World War II to this day, one can also see that generally the proportion
of people with faith has declined within each age group in this figure. The proportion of
people with a religious faith in the overall population has not greatly changed because of
the changing composition of different age groups.

80 %
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40 |
30 |
20 |
10 |
0

—o—70yr-

---m---60-69yr
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—¢—40-49yr
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Source: A Study of the Japanese National Character, 1958-2003.
Figure 1: Changes in the Proportion of People with a Religious Faith by Age.

Figure 2 shows the proportion of individuals who report a religious faith as well as
those who do not report a religious faith but who say that a “religious mind” is important
between 1958 and 2003. In each age group, the proportions of such individuals generally
decreased. The trend was especially marked among the younger groups after 1988.

Figure 3 looks at the pattern of the relationship between having a religious faith and
whether the respondent thinks having a religious mind is important or not. It traces the
cohort who were in their 20s in 1958 in terms of the changes with respect to these two
variables.

Through the 10 installments of the Japanese National Character Survey up to 2003,
we can observe that the proportion of those with a religious faith barely changed over the
years, and also that the proportion of those who state that having a religious mind is not
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Figure 2: Changes in the Proportion of People Who Report a Religious Faith or Say a Religious
Mind Is Important by Age Group.
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Figure 3: Changes in Views on Religious Faith and the Importance of Having a Religious Mind
Due to Aging, for People Who Were in Their 20s in 1963.

important among the religiously faithful has been consistently low. However, we do need
to be careful of the fact that it is generally difficult to capture any change there might
have been among the young, because of both the changing demographic composition in
Japan as well as the fact that the response rate tends to be higher among older people.
Figure 4 summarizes the results from the Seven Nations Comparative Survey, the East
Asia Values Survey, and the Asia and Pacific Values Survey. A part of the results had
already been presented (Hayashi, 2006, 2007). It may perhaps be possible to interpret the
results from the surveys in 1988, 2003 and 2004 in Japan as a decline in religious faith. On
the other hand, the results from the surveys in Shanghai in 2002 and 2006 and in Taiwan
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Note: (Q.1) Do you have any personal religious faith? Yes (F), No (nF).
(Q.2) Without reference to any of the established religions, do you think
having a religious mind is important or not important? Important (IM),
Not Important (nIM)

Figure 4: Relationship Between Having a Religious Faith and Whether One Thinks Having a
Religious Mind Is Important or Not in Different Countries.

in 2003 and 2006 show that the proportion of those with a faith increased markedly in
these two locations — however, it is possible that these sorts of variations occurred due
to a combination of sampling errors as well as a series of non-sampling errors having to
do with the specific circumstances under which these surveys were conducted. Generally
speaking, we can say that the tendency of people to nearly always say that having a re-
ligious mind is important if they have a religious faith — a pattern alleged to be one of
the defining traits of the nature of religiosity in Japan — is most pronounced in Japan as
well as South Korea. It is also the case that these two countries share the pattern that a
relatively large proportion of those without a faith reported that having a religious mind
is nevertheless important. We can also see that the proportion of individuals with belief
in a religious faith increased in Beijing and Shanghai, and it may perhaps be appropriate
to interpret this as associated with a certain change in policy by the Chinese Communist
Party. Such interpretation is rendered more plausible by the observation that whereas in
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all other locations except China the proportion of those with a faith is higher among the
older people, in China the religiously faithful are more commonly found among younger
people.

So far, we have focused on comparison of different regions and countries. Now, this
paper aims to take a look at the same issue from the perspective of race and ethnicity.

" In particular, in order to ascertain whether some sort of uniqueness is to be credited to

Japan, we need to think of cases such as those of Japanese descent living in the USA
or Brazil. With regard to Japanese emigrants, several surveys have been conducted on
Japanese-Hawaiians starting from 1971, followed by a survey of J apanese-Americans living
on the West Coast of mainland USA (Yoshino, et al. 2000), and a survey of Japanese-
Brazilians (Yamamoto, K. & Mori, K. (eds.), 1993). Summaries of the results of these
surveys are presented in Figure 5. Hawaii is among the more distinctively identifiable
places in the USA, and it is generally true that its population in general — not restricted
to just the Japanese-Hawaiians — evinces traits that are different from those in the main-
land USA. One of these characteristics is the fact that the proportion of those without a
religious faith is higher in Hawaii than on the mainland. J apanese-Americans, meanwhile,
are much closer to Americans than to the Japanese in terms of the proportion of those
with a religious faith, but the proportion of those who state that having a religious mind
is important is high among the non-faithful. A major difference between these people and
Americans in general or those who are not of Japanese descent, is that Buddhism is the
most popular form of faith among Japanese-Americans. Overall, we might conclude that
Japanese-Hawaiians have retained some of the distinctively Japanese qualities.

In the Japanese National Character Survey, it should be noted that until 1978, the
question of whether they thought having a religious mind was important or not was asked
only to respondents who did not report a religious faith. Since 1983, we re-evaluated our
position and determined that not everyone who claims to have a faith would say that
having a religious mind as such is important, so the above question was separated from
the question on religious faith. It turned out that those who do not think that having
a religious mind is important among people who do identify a particular faith are more
commonly found in Hawaii than in Japan — in fact, this proportion is higher than that
in the mainland USA. It may perhaps be surmised that in Japan those who identify a
faith do so out of conviction in the sense that they do it based on the “religious mind”,
while Japanese-Hawaiians ended up expressing a belief in faith according to the customs
of a society that is generally more pious. The Japanese-Americans on the West Coast
(JAWCS) were similar to non-Japanese-Americans in Hawaii. In this sense, the particular
type of faith they have may not correspond well to the idea of having a religious mind as
measured here.

On the other hand, we found that among the Japanese-Brazilians, 85% identified them-
selves as having a religious faith, 90% said that having a religious mind was important,
and the proportion of people who answered yes to either of the questions was as high as
95%. We see that Japanese-Brazilians are a highly religious people. Looking over the com-
position of the different denominational faiths among J apanese-Brazilians, we find that
Catholics are of the majority, and a little less than 20% of the respondents selected Bud-
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Also note that in the installments inside the parentheses, the
question of whether one thought having a religious mind was
important or not was not asked to respondents who reported
having a religious faith.

Figure 5: Religious Beliefs Among Japanese-Hawaiians, Americans in General and Japanese-
Brazilians.

dhism or its related offshoots. Overall, we can conclude that the respective results for the
Japanese-Brazilians and Japanese-Hawaiians show that each group is strongly influenced
by the traits of the native people living in the regions they inhabit.

3. What Is a Religious Mind?

Most Japanese people seem to intuitively know what the term “religious mind” means,
and the use of this phrase is rarely seen as problematic in the context of a research sur-
vey. In the methodology adopted in such a survey, exactly what the term refers to is
not specified a priori but rather we let each respondent answer the question based on
his or her own understanding. On the other hand, after the fieldwork is completed, we
attempt to more concretely grasp what the term might mean sociologically by analyzing
the pattern of association between the term itself and any given thing in social life. The
“Explorations of Structure in Ways of Thinking” survey conducted from 1976 to 1978 (in
Tokyo and Yonezawa, also known as the “spook survey” ), the survey on Views on Nature
of the Japanese conducted in 1996 (nationwide survey, conducted by the Institute of Nu-
clear Safety System), and the survey research project conducted in 4 wards of Yokohama
City in 2006, have all been guided by this type of methodology (Hayashi, C. et al. 1979;
Hayashi, F. et al. 1996; Hayashi, F. 2007). While we believe that the terminology may
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Table 1: How People in Different Countries Feel About Religion and Other Wondrous Things

(%).
South ni: . Hong m_. : ;
Japan Korea, Beijing Shanghai Kong Taiwan Singapore Australia USA
Survey year| 2004 2006 2005 2005 2006 2006 2007 2007 2006
Sample size| 1139 1030 1053 1062 849 603 1032 700 901
Have a religious faith 28 54 14 28 38 65 79 54 80
Religious mind is important 72 78 39 33 64 78 74 53 76

Having a religious faith and/ 73 81 44 43 71 85 86 66 86
or religious mind is important

God, gods or Buddha exists 40 26 18 18 43 47 72 49 71
may exist 41 28 25 38 33 42 20 29 21
Life after death exists 19 23 9 7 32 35 53 37 50
may exist 45 28 21 31 33 45 28 36 33
A soul or a spirit exists 32 26 17 10 42 41 56 53 64
may exist 43 34 23 34 29 45 29 31 27
Supernatural power or 57 58 50 43 55 66 62 59 48
psychokinesis*
UFO or alien* 53 45 58 - 50 47 59 43 52 42
Specter or ogre* 47 34 25 31 55 71 47 21 23
Ghost or apparition, curse* 62 42 25 29 55 71 69 57 46

Note: For items marked with an asterisk (*), the numbers indicate the summed proportions of
all responses that are construed as showing interest. That is, they include ‘Exist’, ‘would
like to be’, ‘Interesting, amusing’, ‘Dreadful, scary’ and ‘Would not like to be’. The other
possible responses were “Boring”, “Nonsense, does not exist”, “Not scary, not dreadful”,
and “Other”. '

be replaced by something like the primordial religious emotion, we presume that substan-
tively the concept subsumes elements as the views on religion based on natural history,
lore handed down through word of mouth communication and superstition, reflections on
supernatural matters, perspectives on health and mortality, and so on.

In the Asia and Pacific Values Survey that we have been conducting since 2005, several
questions regarding the aforementioned matters were included. Specifically, they delved
into people’s views on the existence of “god, gods or Buddha”, “life after death”, and “a
soul or a spirit”, as well as their views on “ghosts”, “goblins” or “specter”.

For the questions asking whether the respondent believes that “god, gods or Buddha”,
“life after death”, and “a soul or a spirit” exist or not, we decided to offer three response
choices of “exists”, “may exist”, and “does not exist”. The response category of “may
exist” was left deliberately vague, in order to capture any feeling certain people might
harbor such that they would be hesitant to declare its non-existence. As we predicted, we
can observe from the results that in Japan the “may exist” category was more likely to be
selected than in other countries or areas. In addition, it is interesting that the Taiwanese
were about as likely to say “may exist” as the Japanese (Table 1).

We attempted to analyze whether people’s views about the existence or non-existence
of “god, gods or Buddha” is associated with identification with a religious faith or not
(Fig. 6). In Japan, in spite of the fact that the proportion of those who have a specific
religious faith is low, 40% of the respondents chose “God, gods or Buddha exists”, which
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Figure 6: Relationship Between Having a Religious Faith and the Answer to “Do You Believe in
the Existence of God, Gods or Buddha?” in Different Countries and Regions.

is considerably more than the 15% who said they do not exist. In all countries except
Japan and South Korea, when analyzed at the aggregate level of the country or region as
a whole, the strength of the association between the difference of “exist” and “does not
exist” and identification with a religious faith is linearly proportionate. While this is a
rather interesting observation, Japan and South Korea are two outliers that deviate from
this pattern of the linear association between the views on the existence of god, gods or
Buddha, and identification with a religious faith. Furthermore, the pattern of association
is actually the other way around in South Korea than it is in Japan, so that while the
proportion of those with a religious faith was considerably higher in South Korea, people
were more likely to say that they did not believe in the existence of god, gods or Buddha
than to say that they exist. This indicates that the meaning of faith is different in Japan
and Korea. That is, while we argued in Section 1 that a commonality between Japan
and Korea is that both have low rates of the combination of having a religious faith and
saying that having a religious mind is not important (in other words, those who express
a religious faith are most likely to say that having a religious mind is important), from
some other angles we can observe differences between the two countries.

Also, while the above-mentioned analysis ignored the middle category of “may exist”,
the South Koreans were the third most likely to say “do not exist” behind denizens of
Beijing and Shanghai, so that the ambivalent category of “may exist” was not chosen
frequently. We might say that this is a distinctive trait of Koreans.

Next, we categorized the samples into three groups: Group A: “religious faith — yes”,
Group B: “religious faith — no + having a religious mind is important”, and Group C: “re-
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ligious faith — no + having a religious mind is not important”. We analyzed each group’s
respective relationships to other indicators of attitudes and feelings.

With regard to the relationship with the variable of whether respondents “respect an-
cestors or not”, as predicted, this variable was associated with religion and the religious
mind in Japan. We observed that the proportion of those who respect ancestors in Group
A was higher than that in Group B or C. While our hypothesis was that this pattern of
association with the respect-for-ancestors variable might be a distinctive quality of Asian
countries, the analysis showed that with the exception of a slight association in Singa-
pore, no clear pattern of association between religion or the religious mind and respect
for ancestors was observed in Asian regions except Japan. On the other hand, in the
six Western European countries, in a manner similar to that in Singapore, religion and
respect for ancestors were associated, albeit not to the degree that they were in Japan.

With regard to the pattern of association of the three groups with the belief in life
after death, a stronger association was observed in Hong Kong, South Korea, the USA,
Singapore and Australia than in Japan. A similar pattern was also found with respect to
the belief in a soul or a spirit. The implication is that Japan appears to show a distinctive
pattern in terms of the relationship between religiosity and the belief in life after death,
or in a soul or a spirit (Hayashi & Kotani, 2008).

In general, this classification in terms of religion and the religious mind can be observed
to reveal certain patterns of association with many other things. However, since they are
also strongly associated with age, it is difficult to tell whether the key influence comes
from age or religiosity. Still, we believe that it is not meaningless to keep in mind that
this may be an association that incorporates, and not excludes, the effect of age.

In Japan, there were a series of survey projects that tapped into the “religious mind”
in the 1970s. Things like religious sentiments based on views of natural history, quotidian
moral parables and sayings, emotions and feelings on something mystical or supernatural,
and the understanding of eschatology, were probed into as components of the underly-
ing structure in ways of thinking. These things were conceived of as essentially being
the “spooky things”, and so the project was nicknamed the “spook research” (Hayashi,
C., 1972). It was later found that in general, people’s thoughts and feelings about these
“spooky things” were not related to religious faith. Nevertheless, we would like to discuss
some of the questions included in this research as they are relevant in understanding the
significance of the contrast between rationality and non-rationality. These questions did
not merely ask whether respondents thought 12 selected types of “spooky presence” such
as the Yeti (also known as the Abominable Snowman) existed or did not exist, but rather
offered multiple response categories as “would like to see”, “would not like to see”, “scary”,
“fun”, and so on, in order to tap into just what kinds of expressions come closest to the
respondents’ feelings in a more nuanced manner. Summing the proportions of people who
selected response categories that involve some sort of mental interest, we found that the
older, rather than the younger, and the more highly educated individuals were more likely
to report such interest (Table 2). It may be said that this group of people are ones who
tend to not be constricted by the narrow scope of “rationality”. It is also possible that
the location of people on such a dimension of the rationality — non-rationality continuum
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Table 2: People’s Views on Religion, Supernatural Power and Other Matters in Different Coun-
tries (Asia and Pacific Values Survey).

Japan | Korea | Beijing | Shanghai gg?é Taiwan | Singapore | Australia | USA

Age (yr) % % VANRL % % % %l %

Religious Faith 20-49 19 50 16 25 35 61 77 56| 77

50 and over 35 63 11 31 46 75 84 55| 84

No religious faith 20-49 46 29 32 19 36 23 8 12 7

and Religious 50 and over 44 22 26 12 26 14 5 12 T
mind important

God, gods or 20-49 82 54 52 57 82 90 92 76| 90

Buddha 50 and over 81 54 28 53 67 88 93 79 93

Life after death 20-49 75 53 39 39 74 83 81 77| 83

50 and. over 56 46 15 35 47 75 80 66| 82

A soul or a spirit 20-49 83 62 49 48 78 88 86 85| 92

50 and over 70 56 26 39 56 81 86 80| 91

Supernatural 2049 71 63 56 46 62 71 67 63| 52

power or 50 and over 48 47 41 40 41 52 48 521 42

psychokinesis

UFO or alien 20-49 69 51 64 52 56 66 48 54| 41

50 and over 42 33 47 47 30 38 32 49| 42

Specter or ogre 20-49 61 37 30 33 63 76 49 25| 24

50 and over 37 25 16 27 40 57 41 151 21

Ghost or 20-49 77 46 28 32 62 75 71 64| 49

apparition, curse |50 and over 52 33 18 26 41 58 64 47| 37

Note: For “God, gods or Buddha”, “Life after death”, and “A soul or a spirit”, the numbers
indicate the summed proportions of the “exist” and “may exist” responses. For the other
items, the numbers indicate the summed proportions of all words that are construed as
showing interest (cf. Note for Table 1).

has something to do with attitudes toward various issues that exist in society.

A similar kind of measurement instrument was used based on the above-mentioned kind
of thinking in the survey on people’s views on the safety of nuclear technology, conducted
by the Institute of Nuclear Safety System in Japan in the 1990s. Further, associations
between the above-mentioned “rationality — non-rationality” dimension and people’s at-
titudes toward informing patients of terminal cancer were explored, and attempts were
made to construct an instrument that would be able to distinguish those who would bene-
fit from being informed from those who cannot be anticipated to benefit. That is, in some
cases we would not necessarily be able to find out what the real feelings are by directly
asking people whether they would like to be informed of such crisis situation or not. The
point is that it might be possible to reduce the errors in judgment by knowing people’s
personalitiés in terms of the rationality- non-rationality dimension.

4. About the “Mind”

The phrase “religious mind” appears to be intuitively quite concrete and sensible for
nearly everyone in Japan. However, in many other countries, especially in the West, it is
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Table 3: Questions Used to Measure Views on Science.

I. Using the answers on this card, would you tell me how much you agree or disagree with each
one of the following statements?
(1. Strongly agree 2. Agree to some extent 3. Disagree to some extent 4. Strongly disagree)

A. Some day science will permit the complete understanding of the functioning of the human
mind.

B. Most of the social and economic problems we face today will be resolved by the advancement
of science and technology.

C. At some point in the future, we can live on Mars as we live on the earth today.

II. How likely do you think that each of the following will be realized within the next 25 years

or so? (1. Very likely 2. Possible 3. Not at all likely)
D. Safe method for nuclear wastes disposal E. Cure for cancer
F. Cure for senility G. Living at the space station

Table 3a: Views on Science (1) (Seven Nation Comparative Survey)

Ttaly | France | . West HOL UK USA | Japan
Germany
92 '88 Y 93 87 88 ‘88
N=1048 | N=1013 | N=1000 | N=1083 | N=1043 | N=1563 | N=2265
A Strongly agree 15.5 26.8 9.1 11.1 124 18.6 2.5
Agree to some 36.8 37.9 25.3 20.9 37.3 39.2 11.3
extent

B Strongly agree 13.5 15.5 7.3 7.7 9.5 12.2 2.7
Agree to some 38.8 33.8 36.7 27.5 33.3 34.7 12.4

extent '
C — — — — —_— — — —
D Very likely 34.3 28.4 17.1 24.3 33.7 32.2 33.4
E Very likely 62.2 68.3 36.5 44.0 63.5 61.9 65.1
F Very likely 24.6 23.4 16.8 26.8 11.7 25.0 28.7
G Very likely 12.1 23.4 35.6 20.7 32.7 41.3 19.3

Note: The percentages of subjects who had the indicated responses are shown. Statement C was
not included in the Seven Nation Comparative Survey.

Table 3b: Views on Science (2) (Asia and Pacific Values Survey)

284

.| Hong : South : :

Japan | Beijing | Shanghai Kong Taiwan Roren USA | Singapore | Australia

'04 06 '06 '06 '06 06 '06 07 07

N=1053 | N=1062 | N=849 | N=603 | N=1030 | N=901| N=1032| N=700

4.4 8.3 3.l 4.5 3.7 16.8 9.8 18.7

36.1 28.5| 31.8 37.5 24.9| 46.5 54.9 46.6

9.3 9.5 3.7 6.0 4.6 9.4 8.6 7.3

46.2 39.71 36.3 47.4 38.4| 385 52.4 33.6

C Strongly agree|  1.6| 65| 89| 31| 40| 30| 55 47| 33

Agree to some 23.8 42.4 37.7| 44.2 42.3 41.4 19.3 41.1 28.0
extent

Note: The percentages of subjects with the indicated responses are shown.
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difficult to even arrive at a fixed translation to capture the intent. It may perhaps just be
that the word “mind” conjures up something quite different in Japan than it does most
everywhere else. Such inference is hinted at by the results from survey questions tapping
into views on the nature of science and its possibilities.

Table 3 shows relevant questions on people’s views of the role of science in civilization.
Selected results from the Seven Nation Comparative Survey and the Asia and Pacific
Values Survey are shown in Tables 3a and 3b, respectively.

We can observe that the Japanese have about the same level of optimism with regard
to Statements C, D, E, and F as people living in most other countries or regions, but a
greater number of people in Japan tend to think that issues of the “mind” and social and
economic problems cannot be solved by science alone as represented in Statement A or
B, respectively. With regard to Statement A, a greater percentage of people in Western

countries “strongly agree” than do those in Asian countries, and so we can observe the -

presence of some “Europe vs. Asia” contrast as well. On the other hand, the Japanese
response patterns with respect to Statements A and B characteristically show smaller per-
centages of people who “agree” than in other countries. It can be said that the Japanese
tend to harbor sentiments that are quite unique in relation to the thinking on the “mind”
among the countries and regions studied. It is perhaps also possible to interpret this as
a difference that has to do with the thinking about “scientific technology”, and further
research is needed in order to delve more deeply into this theme.

When we speak of the “religious mind”, we should be careful in interpreting the results
of a survey research with an awareness of the implications of the meaning of the “mind”.
On the other hand, this does not necessarily mean that it is as simple as saying that the
“religious mind” is uniquely Japanese in concept just because the meaning of the “mind”
is unusual in Japan.

5. Conclusion

It is of great significance that the Japanese National Character Survey has been able
to grasp the “religious mind” consistently, given that in recent years the issue of religion
in Japan is increasingly being thought of as an issue that needs to be considered. It is
all the more so as it is not possible to retroactively offer an empirical verification through
research.

In Japan, while those who have a specific faith are few in number, not a small propor-
tion of people believe that the religious mind is important and that god or Buddha exists.
It is likely the case that individuals become increasingly likely to have.a faith due to aging
because of such a sociological foundation. We can also surmise that the ways of thinking
about the “mind” may be quite unique in some yet unspecified way.
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